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A note from the Editor...

Whilst patiently awaiting the arrival of spring the team has been hard at work planning

out another brilliant year. 2024 will see the launch of three Dragonfly Hotspots celebrating
amazing wetland sites. We will be launching our Youth Panel, enabling young people to

help shape the work that we do and inspire others to get involved. We also have brand-new
merchandise available so you can proudly show your passion for dragonflies. This issue is
packed full of updates on our work and brilliant conservation stories of wetlands and the
dragonflies they support from the mining landscape of Cornwall to rewilding on the Isle of
Mull. We hope you enjoy this latest issue and we hope to see you at an event or field meeting
this summer!

Lauren Kennedy, Editor

Cover Image:
Golden-ringed Dragonfly by Marc
Heath (Kent CDR)

Find more of Marc’s photos here:
marcheathwildlifephotography.
zenfolio.com

Or on Twitter:
@MarcHeathym007
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By the time this edition is
published the Autumn Members’
Meeting will seem like a dim

and distant memory but what

a welcome return it was to in-
person meetings after a four-
year absence. For me, it was

an excellent opportunity to put
faces to names and chat to many
of you about your thoughts on
the Society and | am sure we

all enjoyed the inspirational
presentations. Our thanks go to
the BDS staff team for organising
such a great event which we
look forward to repeating later
this year. Our thoughts at the
moment are to keep the Spring
Meeting online to give everyone,
regardless of geography, an
opportunity to attend while

the Autumn Meeting will run

as an in-person event. We will
however explore the possibility
of providing online access to the
AGM, depending on the available
technology at our chosen venue.
The last few months have been

a busy time for BDS trustees and
staff. Over the winter months,
we have developed and rolled
out a new pay and employment
policy which gives more structure
and transparency to our staff

pay grades and enables a degree

w4

of pay progression, hopefully
encouraging our much-valued
staff to stay with BDS! As reported
in the last edition, another

group of staff and trustees

have been working on a new
Communications Strategy which
should be complete this month.
This will facilitate a more focused
approach to our communications,
identifying our target audiences
and ensuring that we continue to
balance the close working with
the scientific community that

lies at our core, with taking our
dragonfly message out to the new
and younger audiences that are
essential to ensuring the Society’s
ongoing prosperity.

We are also making changes to
the BDS shop. For many years this
has been managed by Trustee
Peter Brown who has done a
fantastic job bringing dragonfly
publications from around the
world to our attention. Having
retired from working life, Peter
has now stepped down from
running the shop too so we

are currently bringing shop
management in-house with Jess
taking on an overseeing role.

This will involve some changes

to our range of stock; we are
rationalising the range of books
promoted online (although we
will still hold a wide range of
stock for members’ meetings

and events) but also have

plans for exciting new items

of merchandise which we will
advertise on our website as they
come on stream. Huge thanks to
Peter for the sterling job he has
done over the years.

On the dragonfly conservation
front, as reported elsewhere

in this edition, our project to
improve and increase habitat

for the Northern Damselfly is
already showing signs of success
— a great example of the benefits
of partnership working. Our
partners on this occasion, the
Cairngorms National Park, have
provided huge support in addition
to funding for the project and on
the BDS side | would like to pay
tribute to Andrea Hudspeth, our
Scottish Projects Officer, for her
work on the project. Andrea is
leaving BDS this Spring to focus
on her own businesses and |

am sure you will all join me in
thanking her for her time with
BDS and wish her all the best for
the future.

We had hoped to be announcing
a major new conservation project
for Scottish dragonflies this
Spring but unfortunately, our bid
for funding was not successful
on this occasion. However, we
will continue to build on the
preparatory work undertaken
mostly by Daniele and Pat

Batty so that we can resubmit a
stronger application when the
opportunity arises.

Hopefully, by the time you read
this, spring will have sprung and
the first damsels and dragons

of the season will be emerging
after what has been a very wet
and windy winter. Have a great
dragonfly summer, don’t forget
to submit records to your County
Dragonfly Recorder and if you
can, why not pop along to one of
our field meetings or events that
BDS will be attending this year.
Check our website for details.

Tim
Chair of Trustees
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Membership News

A Note from the Membership
Office...

As we look forward to the new
dragonfly season, it is also the
time of year for BDS Membership
renewals.

BDS subscription fees have
remained constant for over a
decade. However, due to the
increasing costs, adjustments
are now necessary in order for
us to continue championing
dragonflies and to provide
support for our conservation
initiatives, including research,
outreach, and educational
projects. Please see the table
below for our new rates from 1st
April 2024.

For those of you who do not pay
your membership by standing
order, you should have already
received membership renewal
information, either by post or
email.

If you have not received renewal
information and you are unsure

If you have not already paid your
membership for this coming year,
there are 3 ways that you can
proceed:

Online. Visit our website and
pay using a credit/debit card or
PayPal. Just follow the link for
membership renewal.

By cheque. Please return the
membership renewal form to me
together with your membership
fee (if you have not got a renewal
form or cannot print one a
covering letter will do).

New! By Direct Debit. We're
really pleased to let you know
that you can now pay monthly
by Direct Debit. Toset up a
monthly payment, please visit
the membership renewal section
of our website and select Direct
Debit when renewing.

If you are having any trouble with
your membership renewal, have
a query or need to notify us of
change of postal or email address,
please get in touch with our
Membership Officer by sending
an email to: membership@
british-dragonflies.org.uk

if you have set up a standing Thank you!
Dainty Damselfly - Trevor Willis order or Direct Debit, please get

in touch and we will check your Jess Slight .

details on the database. Membership Officer

Membership Type Previous New Rate from Monthly Direct
Rate April 2024 Debit

Individual £20.00 £25.00 £2.50
Joint £35.00 £35.00 £3.00
Youth/Student New! £15.00 £1.50
Benefactor £40.00 £50.00 £5.00
Overseas (Europe) £25.00 £30.00 £3.00
Overseas (ROW) £25.00 £35.00 £3.50
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News From You

We love hearing from you! Here is a selection of some of @

our favourite communications:

Below: Paul Olive captured this unusual triplet.
The photo was taken at Berks, Bucks and Oxon
Wildlife Trust Decoy Heath Nature Reserve in
Berkshire and shows two Willow Emeralds’
mating attempt being interrupted by a male
Emerald Damselfly. The Willow Emeralds are
very recent colonists to the area and were first
recorded at Decoy Heath in 2023.

Right: The children of Tarporley CE
Primary School in Cheshire were inspired
by dragonflies and produced some
beautiful artwork.

Thank you @TarporleyCE for sharing this
with us on Twitter

Keep In Touch

Society

- I] British Dragonfly

@BDSdragonflies
@ScotlandBds

@britishdragonfly
@ society

Below: David Pritchard, @davidrpritchard on Instagram tagged us
in his photos of his brilliant pond finds!
Using a nespresso display cube David has made the perfect mini

photo aquarium.
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Recent Colonists and Migrant News

Adrian Parr

Autumn 2023 saw a number
of dramatic sightings in Britain.

The highlight must surely be the
discovery of several Common Green
Darner (Anax junius) on the Isles

of Scilly during late October and
early November. This migratory
species is closely related to our

own Emperor Dragonfly, but has

its centre of distribution in North
America, where individuals move
northwards to breed during spring
and their progeny then return
southwards during August—October.
Large numbers can often be

spotted at traditional migration
hotspots on the east coast of the
USA during autumn. It would seem
that weather conditions during
mid-October must have displaced
some individuals eastwards from
their normal migration routes and
across the Atlantic Ocean. In all,
about a dozen sightings were made
between 19 October—7 November,
though a few of these are currently
poorly documented and if anyone
knows of someone yet to submit
further details, could they please
encourage them to do so. Reports
came from the islands of Bryher, St
Agnes, St Mary’s and maybe also

St Martin’s (unconfirmed), with
comparison of body markings and
detailed wing venation showing that
most dragonflies photographed were
unique individuals. In addition to the
British records, two sightings were
also made on the island of Ouessant

Above: Red-veined Darter by Chris Lake
Spring 2024

in north-west France. The last
time that Common Green
Darners were seen in Britain
was back in autumn 1998

Scilly Isles as well as from
mainland Cornwall), but since
then single individuals have
also been spotted on the
western seaboard of France
in September 2003 and on
the Azores in October 2019.
Although these are currently the
only accepted records of the species
from the Western Palaearctic, it
would seem that further arrivals are
only a matter of course.

Another major highlight of autumn
relates to Vagrant Emperor, where
the first record of confirmed
successful breeding by the species
in Britain was made at Windmill
Farm Nature Reserve on the

Lizard peninsula in Cornwall.
Following reports of oviposition
there during the big spring influx

of 2023, a teneral was spotted on
18 September and an exuvia was
then discovered on 22 September.
Records of successful breeding by
Vagrant Emperor in northern Europe
are presently still very sporadic,
though there were several reports
from Belgium and the Netherlands
back in 2019. Oviposition was also
noted at Soar in south Devon during
spring 2023, but in this case no
signs of successful breeding were
discovered. It could, however, have
passed unnoticed, as it is now
known that most individuals
from the next generation
emerge overnight, and then
rapidly leave the area never to
be seen again.

Emergences of second-
generation Red-veined
Darter were also a notable
feature of late summer/
autumn 2023, with a number

of widely-spread local breeding
sites being discovered in southern
England. Counties involved

included Cornwall, Devon, Kent,
Gloucestershire, Worcestershire

and Buckinghamshire, with ‘one-off’
sightings of immatures in East Sussex
and Norfolk possibly also reflecting
nearby breeding. With the exception
of Pitstone in Buckinghamshire,
where double figures of immatures
were seen in mid-August and
wandering individuals were often
spotted in the nearby countryside,
total productivity at each site
appeared surprisingly low. Since,

in autumn, immature Red-veined
Darters rapidly leave their natal sites
and migrate back south, it seems
likely that many individuals must,
however, have gone unnoticed. As
with Vagrant Emperor, the best way
to monitor productivity at a site will
be to find and count exuviae.

As for other significant late-season
events, yet another influx of Vagrant
Emperor took place to complement
arrivals seen earlier in the year.

At least a dozen individuals were
spotted at coastal sites in Wales and
the west of England between early
September and mid-November.
Once a great rarity in Britain, the
species has become significantly
more common in recent years, even
allowing for the rise in observer
numbers. Lesser Emperor also
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continued to show well during the
second half of 2023, making it a
record-breaking year for the species
with reports from well over 100 sites
including at least two in Scotland
(Murton Nature Reserve in Angus
and on Mainland, Orkney) and

with records as late as 8 October
(Bryher, Isles of Scilly). Sightings of
both immature adults and breeding
behaviour by fully mature adults
were widely reported, and some
large gatherings were discovered.
Double figure counts were, for
instance, made at New Hythe in
Kent and at two sites in Norfolk.
The growing strength of local
resident populations no doubt lies
behind much of the species’ recent
strongly positive trend, though fresh
immigration clearly also remains
important. Like the Lesser Emperor,
the status of Southern Migrant
Hawker is also currently shifting as
local breeding populations become
increasingly established. Unlike the

former species, the latter however
had a somewhat more mixed year

in 2023. Following a poor season in
2022, it was pleasing to see good
numbers once again reported from
many of its breeding strongholds,
and there were also signs of local
range expansion. An immature was,
for example, seen at Ampton in west
Suffolk on 6 July. By contrast, a few
sites where breeding had previously
been considered possible produced
no records at all during the year.
Migration during 2023 also appeared
relatively low-key. Records from
Dale Airfield in Pembrokeshire on

13 August, from Newport Wetlands
in Monmouthshire on 16 and 27
August and from Portland Bill in
Dorset on 25 August are, however, of
note. Several sightings from Spurn,
East Yorkshire, during high summer
and a series of records from west
Cornwall during late August and
early September may also refer to
migrants, though local breeding

is perhaps also possible. As with
Lesser Emperor, the exact status of
specific individuals is now becoming
increasingly difficult to establish.

Finally, as for late news relating to
our recent colonist damselflies,
Willow Emerald Damselfly had a
much quieter season than for several
years. Although good numbers were
seen in many parts of its current
core range, this was not universal
and range expansion during the year
also appeared limited, with very few
records from completely new areas.
The male photographed at Orchard
Pools in west Gloucestershire on 26
June, as reported in the previous
issue of Dragonfly News, remained
the most noteworthy record of the
year, though individuals seen at
Rainton Meadows, County Durham,
on 13 September and 9 October are
also of considerable interest.

Last Dates for 2023 Adrian Parr

Following an unusually mild September and early October in many areas, some notable last dates were reported
during 2023, either as a result of increased adult survival or unexpected late-season, or in some cases even second-
generation, emergences. In particular, records for Brilliant Emerald, Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly, Keeled Skimmer,
Four-spotted Chaser and Banded Demoiselle were amongst the latest ever for these species. The last sighting of
Banded Demoiselle, on 25 October, was indeed well over six months later than the first records of the species back
during spring. Due to a sharp downturn in the weather during late November, just a single dragonfly was seen in
December 2023, that being a Common Darter noted on Brownsea Island in Dorset on 8 December.

Details of all latest dates currently to hand are given below; as a new development these are now listed in
chronological border, and it is hoped readers find this useful. It should be noted that the date quoted for Ruddy Darter
is best treated as ‘conservative’, as several later but currently unconfirmed sightings are in the database. Separating
Ruddy and Common Darters is known to become more tricky as Common Darters darken later in the season.

LAST DATE SPECIES PLACE OBSERVER
08-Dec-23 Common Darter Dorset M. Adams
26-Nov-23 Migrant Hawker Cheshire G. Jones
22-Nov-23 Southern Hawker Worcestershire A. Warr
19-Nov-23 Willow Emerald Damselfly Kent M. Heath
17-Nov-23 Common Hawker North Yorkshire K. Johnston
05-Nov-23 Black Darter Shropshire/Cumbria H. Beaman/A.&M. Abbs
25-Oct-23 Banded Demoiselle Warwickshire G. Hubbard
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22-Oct-23 Four-spotted Chaser Glamorganshire R.&L. Nottage

19-Oct-23 Brown Hawker Essex E. Pell

14-Oct-23 Common Blue Damselfly Worcestershire A. Warr

11-Oct-23 Keeled Skimmer Surrey S. Ali

08-Oct-23 Emerald Damselfly Cornwall D. Cooper

08-Oct-23 Emperor Dragonfly Isle of Wight K. Shaw

08-Oct-23 Lesser Emperor Cornwall J. Farooqi

08-Oct-23 Ruddy Darter Worcestershire J. Orme

07-Oct-23 Golden-ringed Dragonfly Devon R. Carter

06-Oct-23 Beautiful Demoiselle Cornwall D. Cooper

01-Oct-23 Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly Worcestershire A. Warr

29-Sep-23 Small Red-eyed Damselfly Warwicks./SW Yorkshire G. Rowling/I. Slingsby

29-Sep-23 Blue-tailed Damselfly Norfolk C. Lamsdell

25-Sep-23 | Azure Damselfly East Sussex S. Linington

25-Sep-23 Black-tailed Skimmer Bedfordshire D. Oakley-Martin

24-Sep-23 | Red-eyed Damselfly Worcestershire A. Warr

18-Sep-23 Southern Migrant Hawker Norfolk S. Rowland

16-Sep-23 Small Red Damselfly Hampshire S. Hewitt

16-Sep-23 White-legged Damselfly Worcestershire A. Warr

15-Sep-23 Brilliant Emerald Surrey P. Bamford

10-Sep-23 Large Red Damselfly Cornwall/Lanarkshire C. Moore/K. Pirie

05-Sep-23 Broad-bodied Chaser Hampshire /Cheshire N. Owen/S. Holmes

24-Aug-23 | Downy Emerald Surrey D. Hepper

22-Aug-23 | Norfolk Hawker Suffolk B. Buffery

20-Aug-23 Scarce Emerald Damselfly Essex/Norfolk S. Cham/S. Metcalfe

15-Aug-23 Variable Damselfly Suffolk/Norfolk M. Turton/T. Needham

1-Aug-23 Scarce Chaser Norfolk B. Jarvis

23-Jul-23 White-faced Darter Staffordshire J. Horsfalll

19-Jul-23 Club-tailed Dragonfly Worcestershire J. Williamson

13-Jul-23 Hairy Dragonfly Carmarthenshire R. Comont

12-Jul-23 Dainty Damselfly Kent A. Van Orsouw
Spring 2024 9
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Reserve: a Cornish Hidden Gem
by Steve Jones Cornwall CDR

The Red River Valley Local Nature Reserve near
Camborne in West Cornwall is a hidden gem that plays
host to some of the best dragonfly sites in Cornwall.

The river itself was for centuries the main artery of
Cornwall’s historic mining industry with numerous tin
mines discharging their iconic red waste, or “tailings”
into the river. This vivid red colouring came from the iron
compounds found amongst the tailings, but because of
the inefficiencies in processing in the past, there was
also still plenty of tin left in this discharge. In response, a
series of Tin Streaming works grew up all along the river
from virtually its source, near Bolenowe, to its mouth

8 miles downstream at Gwithian. At one point in the
1870s, there were over 40 of these

tin streaming operations lining the

Red River making healthy profits from

reprocessing and extracting tin from

the material discharged into the river.

This secondary process was very
dependent on water and each tin
streaming site was a mosaic of water
wheels, leats, header and settling
tanks, that were, over a period of
decades, overlain with sediment that
was full of heavy metals, zinc, copper,
arsenic, etc. By the mid 20th Century
the industry was in sharp decline as
the price of tin dropped and one by
one these sites were abandoned.
The landscape they left behind was
frequently very contaminated and
nature was slow to recolonise it
which led to many unique and varied

pioneering plants and animals persisting for far longer
than they would normally as natural succession was held
back. The Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly, a species which is
often thought of as transient, can be traced back to some
of the sites as early as the 1960s.

It was here amongst this red moonscape that dragonflies
danced their way into the heart of my childhood in the
1960s and 70s, and where | self-taught myself their
ecology and conservation, at the dawn of the 1980s.

In the 1980s and 90s there were at least 9 Odonata

Key Sites along the Red River Valley that had breeding
populations of Scarce Blue-tailed Damselflies, many

Smal Damselfly at Bell La
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of them with Small Red Damselflies and Keeled
Skimmers, not to mention Marsh Fritillaries and

a whole host of wetland wildlife. However, as we
entered the new millennium the vegetation that
had been held back for so long began to rapidly
take hold as natural succession accelerated and
smothered most of the valley in a blanket of gorse,
willow, birch and alder.

By the summer of 2012, just two Odonata Key
Sites were remaining and one of those, Bell Lake
Marsh, had just a tiny area, less than 3 metres long,
where Small Red Damselflies were hanging on. |
knew that | had to do something otherwise the site
would be lost. So, in August 2012 | met with Gavin
Henderson, the Countryside Officer for Cormac to
discuss my ideas for conservation work along the
valley and to gain permission and support from the
landowners, Cornwall Council. | then invited my
good friend Jo Poland down to the marsh hoping
to enlist her help. As we gazed at the handful of
Small Reds my pitch was simple: “If we don’t do
something right now these little jewels will be lost
from this site, so either alone or together we have
to act NOW!” and, in that moment, the Red River
Rescuers were born!

On Saturday 29th September 2012 we held our
first scrub bash at Bell Lake Marsh and amazingly
22 people turned up to support us, many of whom
are still with us to this day. We were greeted by a
flypast of Migrant and Common Hawkers eager to
see their habitat restored. By the end of a hugely
successful day, we had cleared a huge patch of
gorse, willow and birch and the marsh began

to breathe again. The tools we used in our first
sessions were borrowed for the day from Cormac, on a
monthly collect and return basis. However, | managed
to get a sizeable grant from my employers, and we were
soon up and running with our own kit. Right from the
start Cornwall Council has provided insurance cover for
all the voluntary work we carry out on their land.

Spring 2024
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Ever since that first event we have held Scrub Bashing
sessions every month from September to March and with
the help of our many volunteers of all backgrounds and
ages, we brought Bell Lake Marsh back from the brink,
with dramatic scrub clearance opening the way for new
scrapes being dug by hand into the iconic red tailings.

Digging these scrapes is incredibly
hard work but vital to our success.
The freshly dug scrapes provide an
oasis for all the dragons and damsels
that love open water and are an
absolute mecca for so many species.
But after a few years, these scrapes
start to transition into much more
marshy conditions and become
attractive to a different range of
species, so by digging new scrapes
every year or two we have a rich
mosaic of wetland habitats across the
site. To help with tasks like digging
we have been fortunate to attract
help for some midweek sessions
involving local groups such as local
companies having staff volunteering
days, student groups, Wildlife Trust
volunteers and local scout groups.
We also hold at least one session

T
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Female Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly

a year at Great Wheal Seton to keep the habitat of

the valley’s last remaining colony of Scarce Blue-tailed
Damselflies in optimum condition, in the hope that one
day it will act as a reservoir for expansion of the species.

We have held at least one bioblitz at each of our sites,
producing hundreds of new species records for the
reserve, many of which were present as a direct result of
the regular habitat management work carried out by our
dedicated volunteers. Those Small Red Damselflies that
were once so close to being lost have thrived, as have the
Scarce Blue-tails. Devil’s-bit scabious rolls out across Bell
Lake Marsh like a glorious welcome mat where a mass

of amphibians wipe their webbed feet. The Angular Orb
Weaver spider feasts on the abundance of dragonflies,

Long-winged Coneheads have arrived and stridulated

= .

Angular Orbweaver with Keeled Skimmer

Great Wheal Seton

their way along the valley, and a Grasshopper Warbler has
even graced the soundscape over Bell Lake Marsh. Glow-
worms light up the way for the night shift with a variety
of bats leading the charge.

The self-funding Red River Rescuers quickly emerged

as a model of its kind with so many species blossoming
because of our work. We were heavily featured in the
documentary Cornwall’s Red River originally shown on
BBC4 in February 2022, which helped raise our profile
and influence considerably. The first decade has flown
by very quickly but it is still as important as ever to keep
carrying out the vital habitat management work that
we do to ensure the future of our unique and diverse
wildlife communities. If we, as dragonfly lovers, don’t
do something as our favourite wetlands decline, who
will? It all starts with a few small steps; we can all make a
difference.

For more about the Red River Rescuers see our website:

www.redriverrescuers.weebly.com or facebook page:
www.facebook.com/groups/redriverrescuers
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Leyland Ponds Update

by lan Fairey

In late 2021 lan Fairey was the recipient of a BDS Corbet
Moore Award. This small grant enables BDS members
to embark on amateur research projects related to
dragonflies and their habitats in Britain. An article about
the first year of lan’s studies appeared on page 18 of
Dragonfly News 83. Below he outlines his observations
from year two.

In 2023 | continued my study of two new ponds in
Leyland, Lancashire. Pond A is near the edge of town
between a housing estate, river and rugby pitches. It
had some Odonata interest in 2023 and an establishing
freshwater ecosystem. Pond B is in the middle of a large,
popular park. | had previously only seen one dragonfly
there and in 2022 it had a less diverse freshwater
ecosystem and was muddier than Pond A.

The weather played tricks during 2023 with weeks of
either constant sun or rain. This may have affected
what | saw. For example, there were fewer Large Red
Damselflies and Banded Demoiselles than previously in
the vicinity, but new sightings (at least for me) of Four-
spotted Chasers near Pond A.

Pond A - Edge of Town pond

In 2023 | saw a good number of Broad-bodied Chasers for
the first time. They were resting, waiting, being disturbed
by other males and then chasing around the pond. | also
saw female Broad-bodied Chasers egg-laying, along with
some Blue-tailed Damselflies.

Whilst pond dipping | saw damselfly larvae which | hadn’t
seen there before, as well as some chaser larvae. These
were too young to tell exactly what they were, but |
suspect they were Broad-bodied Chasers. If so, then it
looks like a couple of species have established themselves
here. At this pond, along with the usual water fleas,
backswimmers and midge larvae were a large number of
frog/toadlets, but they seemed to vanish fairly quickly.
Perhaps a nice snack for the local heron. The pond
remained murky all summer, but not as bad as Pond B
had been last year. Other species recorded at this pond
included Azure Damselfly and Common Darter.

-

Female Broad-bodied Chaser by Bryn Dowson
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Pond B after fencing and planting

Pond B - Park pond

Early in the year this remained disappointing with no
sightings of Odonata. Pond dipping remained the same

as the previous year with low numbers of freshwater
creatures and the pond remaining very murky. It was,
however, decided by site managers that a fence would

be erected around the pond with a locked gate. This
hopefully might mean that the pond would be less
disturbed by visitors and their dogs. A few months later
the volunteers at the park helped to plant some marginals
in the pond. These included marsh marigold and water
mint. It was surprising to see how quickly the pondwater
started to clear. While volunteering there myself | had
sightings of a dragonfly larva, beetles and other wildlife
on the pond bottom. These were seen from the edge

of the pond, showing how much the pond had settled
already. A good surprise later in the year was the sighting
of maybe three or four Common Darters buzzing around.

So the story for this second year is that sometimes some
intervention is needed; and now the comparison between
the ponds is more interesting. It can be seen that Pond A
is establishing itself naturally, but because it is still getting
some disturbance, will this hold it back? The importance
of Citizen Science and other surveying work can also

be seen, because this provides feedback and important
information for people who can decide on suitable
actions. Intervention by creating a fence may mean

a better habitat for dragonflies and other freshwater
creatures in the future. Could Pond B possibly turn out to
be a better pond than Pond A this year? Further e-dna
tests are now being done by Lancashire Wildlife Trust
to see if newts have made their homes in these ponds.
All of this has sparked some interest in the Friends

of the Park volunteer group on freshwater surveying.
So a new chapter of the story will appear throughout
the coming season, and we will just have to wait with
anticipation to see what we discover during 2024!

Thanks are due to Lancashire Wildlife Trust, British

Dragonfly Society, South Ribble Council and the Friends
of the relevant parks.
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National Dragonfly Recording Scheme Report

2023

Summary by Eleanor Colver

Here are some recording
highlights from 2023, reported
to us by our hardworking team
of Vice County (VC) Dragonfly
Recorders. You can find their
full reports in the Recording
section of the BDS website or
by following the QR code.

Small Red Damselfly © Sarah Nason

Summary of records in 2023:
Over 83,700 records were accepted into the
BDS database. Contributed by over 4300
recorders!

South West England

Cornwall and Scilly (VC1-2): Good numbers of
Small Red-eyed Damselfly were reported along
the Red River Valley Local Nature Reserve. A
colony of Small Red Damselflies was discovered at
a private site in West Penwith and at Creney Farm
(Cornwall Wildlife Trust’s site), and the species
was rediscovered at Horseshoe Pool, Borlasevath.

Devon (VC3-4): Lesser Emperor was reported
from seven sites; breeding activity was recorded
at Southdown Valley, Soar. Records of Vagrant
Emperor came from south coast sites, Dawlish
Warren, and Southdown Valley, Soar (breeding
activity recorded). Scarce Chaser was recorded at
11 new locations.

Wiltshire (VC7-8): Two new sites for Hairy
Dragonfly (Somerford Common and Castle Eaton)

Laverstock, Hazelands and Bewley Common) which
historically are a New Forest species that seldom appear
in Wiltshire.

South East England

Isle of Wight (VC10): Norfolk Hawker was recorded in the
VC for the first time at Newchurch. There were sightings
of Vagrant Emperor at Brighstone and Ventnor Garden,
Lesser Emperor at Rocken End (last recorded
in the VC in 2014), and Scare Blue-tailed
Damselfly at Compton Chine (last recorded in
VCin 2005).

Hampshire (VC11-12): Scarce Chaser was
present in good numbers along the River
Blackwater and Basingstoke Canal near
Aldershot. Sizeable populations of Southern
Damselfly were recorded on the River Test.
Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly has reappeared
on Stanpit Marsh and Riversmeet Meadow
near Christchurch Harbour (last seen there in
1991).

Sussex (VC13-14): Notable increase in records
of Norfolk Hawker, a species that looks set to
become established in Sussex.

Kent (VC15-16): Over 60 Southern Migrant
Hawker were recorded at Northwood Hill
and seven were recorded at Chilham. Dainty Damselfly

and three for Golden-ringed Dragonfly (Salisbury, FLeIatel L8 ENGE SO I 1
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numbers remained stable at its two sites. Two
Scarce Emerald Damselfly were noted at Oare
Marshes.

Surrey (VC17): A total of 31 species were recorded;
a report of a Southern Migrant Hawker may
increase this number to 32, if confirmed.

Hertfordshire (VC20): Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly
confirmed to have bred for the first time. Norfolk
Hawker and Lesser Emperor sightings are
increasing.

Middlesex (VC21): Emerald Damselfly recorded
near Ruislip. Unusually, Banded Demoiselle was
first on the wing (16 April), beating the Large Red
Damselfly (29 April).

Berkshire (VC22): 19 records of Scarce Blue-tailed
Damselfly from four sites, including Wildmoor
Heath (new site).

Oxfordshire (VC23): 27 adult Common Clubtail recorded
along the Thames downstream from Clifton Hampden.
Southern Migrant Hawker recorded for the first time
near Whitecross Green Wood. Willow Emerald Damselfly
reported from 18 sites.

East of England

Suffolk (VC25-26): Scarce Emerald Damselfly recorded
from four different areas including Market Weston
Fen. Lesser Emperor confirmed from at least 10 sites,
including Carlton Marshes and Loompit Lake. Southern
Migrant Hawker was recorded at a new sites near
Ampton.

Norfolk (VC27-28): After ten consecutive years of records
at the Trinity Broads, proof of a Lesser Emperor breeding
population was secured. Sadly there were no Small Red
Damselfly sightings from Scarning Fen, one of only two
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Banded Demoiselle © Chris Westo

known Norfolk sites.

Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire (VC29 & 31):
Downy Emerald reported at two sites in Fowlmere.
Norfolk Hawker and Southern Migrant Hawker were
recorded at new sites. Lesser Emperor was recorded at
four sites.

Bedfordshire (VC30): Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly was
proved to be breeding at Sundon Quarry bringing the VC
total of confirmed breeding species to 25.

West Midlands

Gloucestershire (VC33-34): A good emergence of
Common Clubtail on the River Severn. Willow Emerald
Damselfly recorded at two new locations. A series of
Lesser Emperor records from Cotswold Water Park.

Worcestershire (VC37): Common
Clubtail had its best annual records for
11 years. Scarce Chaser had its highest
number of annual records ever with

" sightings from the River Avon, River
Severn and Croome River. A Red-
veined Darter was seen emerging at
Ryall.

Warwickshire (VC38): Beautiful
Demoiselle and Willow Emerald

~ Damselfly continue to extend their
ranges.

Staffordshire (VC39): Several new sites
colonised by Beautiful Demoiselle.

| Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly recorded
at a new site. A Willow Emerald was

. photographed near Dudley.

~ Shropshire (VC40): Demoiselles, Small
Red-eyed Damselfly, and Four-spotted
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Chaser were reported in high numbers. Scarce
Blue-tailed Damselfly was recorded for the first
time since 2016, in the Clee Hill area.

East Midlands

Lincolnshire (VC53-54): Beavers were
introduced to the Wrendale Rewilding Estate;
Odonata monitoring will be performed to
assess the impact on the site’s Odonata.

Leicestershire with Rutland (VC55): Beautiful
Demoiselle continues to expand its range.

Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire (VC56): A
male Beautiful Demoiselle was recorded at
Erewash Meadows on the county border;
other unconfirmed sightings followed from
several widespread sites.

Yorkshire and the Humber

South-east Yorkshire (VC61): A Red-veined Darter was
recorded at Filey. A Southern Migrant Hawker was
recorded at Spurn on two separate occasions. Willow
Emerald Damselfly continues its range expansion.

North-east Yorkshire (VC62): A single Norfolk Hawker
was recorded.

South-west Yorkshire (VC63): Hairy Dragonfly is
expanding its range further south and west; there was
also an unexpected record at Treeton Dyke (Rotherham/
Sheffield border).

Mid-west Yorkshire (VC64): An unconfirmed Lesser
Emperor record from Rippon City Wetlands.

North-west Yorkshire (VC65): First Red-eyed Damselfly
record. Hairy Dragonfly recorded in the VC for the second
year running.

Southern Migrant Hawker © Steve Jones

il Demoise ' Matthew Jones

North East England

County Durham (VC66): The most northerly breeding site
for Small Red-eyed Damselflies was confirmed. Willow
Emerald Damselflies have secured a breeding site north
of the River Tees.

North West England

Cheshire (VC58): Willow Emerald Damselfly recorded
for the second year running. The re-established White-
faced Darter population is showing range expansion in
Delamere Forest.

Westmorland with Furness and Cumberland (VC69-
70): Two Lesser Emperor sightings and the first Norfolk
Hawker sighting. White-faced Darter had a good year.

Isle of Man (VC71): Azure Damselfly was discovered at
a pond in the Ballaugh Plantation and a farm pond 9 km
away - the species was considered extinct on the island
(since 2015).

Wales

Monmouthshire (VC35): Variable Damselfly
rediscovered at several sites on the Gwent Levels
The first breeding record of Lesser Emperor and two
records of Southern Migrant Hawker were received.
Common Clubtail was found in the Usk Valley for the
first time.

Glamorganshire (VC41): Vagrant Emperor was
recorded at Fall Bay, Gower, and Dinas Powys.

Breconshire (VC42): A Norfolk Hawker sighted at
Llangorse Lake in June. The lake and its dragonflies
were featured on BBC Countryfile.

A Common Clubtail exuvia was found on the bank of
the Wye near Hay — the first record in five years.

Merionethshire (VC48) to Anglesey (VC 52): There
have been no further records of Migrant Hawker
since 2018.
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Scotland

Hairy Dragonfly had fewer sightings in 2023 but three
new breeding sites were found in Dumfries and Galloway.
Brilliant Emerald also had few sightings while Brown
Hawker only had one record, which was from Edinburgh.
There were only 6 records for Variable Damselfly from
Argyll and south-west Scotland while Black Darter and
Emerald Damselfly also had fewer records than usual.

Black-tailed Skimmer had a record year for sightings and
was observed egg-laying at Newmains and Seton. Keeled
Skimmer continues to increase in the west of Scotland
while Broad-bodied Chaser continues its range expansion

predominantly in the south-east. - i
ki
Common Darter was widespread and on the wing early Black-tailed Skimmer © Steve Plyﬂé\' _
(30 April), as was Common Hawker (10 June). There were ] '
a high number of sightings of Southern Hawker ranging Emperor Dragonfly was recorded throughout the Borders
from the Borders to as far north as Dunrobin Castle in and SW Scotland.
East Sutherland while Migrant Hawker was recorded for
the first time on the Orkney archipelago. A dead Lesser There were three times as many Beautiful Demoiselle

Emperor was found on Orkney (the island’s third record) records compared to 2022, while Banded Demoiselle

and Vagrant Emperor was photographed in Berwickshire.  exhibited range expansion in the south and east. Azure
Damselfly was more widespread than recent years south
of the Great Glen in 2023.

Similar numbers of Azure Hawker records were received
in 2023 compared to 2022 mostly from its main range in
the west with a sighting from Skye. One exuvia was found
in Sutherland, a rare occurrence. The Azure Hawker pool
- - “ 4l creation project at Corrour was very successful as these
------ s N ol % - pools retained water when neighbouring ones dried out.
) W / In addition, the Northern Damselfly habitat creation
project in the Cairngorms National Park has been very
successful with over half of the newly created pools
having been colonised by Northern Damselfly. Elsewhere,
bog restoration work at Flanders Moss has improved
Northern Emerald habitat and the species is now seen
more regularly there. This species had over 70 Scottish
sightings and emergence was seen at a new site in the
Trossachs. White-faced Darter also did well and had over
a hundred sightings, including from some new sites in the
—~ west and a record from Ben Wyuvis.

Get involved!

Will you be recording dragonflies this year? There are a number of ways you can get involved!

Send us your records 5\ g
You can submit a single dragonfly record or a list of dragonfly records to the national @\
recording scheme via iRecord [https://irecord.org.uk] - 5

® o !
Migrant ragonfles Project IRecord

Want to keep up with the latest migrant and rare species sightings? Join the Migrant
Dragonfly Facebook group.

Adopt a Site

We are looking for enthusiast dragonfly recorders to carry out Complete List surveys at sites of their choice. Recorders
are encouraged to adopt their local wetland sites, visiting it three times from May-September.

For full details and help with identification visit our website.
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News from Scotland

Azure Hawker Pools at Corrour Estate - Daniéle Muir

Survey at Corrour Estate

Corrour Estate is one of the sites we were very involved
with in 2023 and we are pleased to say that the work
carried out there has been very successful! Here is a
summary of what was achieved last year. Surveys from
Corrour in 2018 found excellent numbers of Azure
Hawker larvae in shallow bog pools in two different areas
on the estate. In the years since we have been finding
fewer and fewer larvae as the hot and dry weather has
caused the pools to dry out. To combat this, we came

up with a plan with the estate’s Conservation Manager,
Sarah Watts, not only to deepen the pools and make
them more resilient to increasing temperatures, but also
to create some new pools.

We had an initial meeting with the contractors - GS
Campbell Contractors from Newtonmore — in February to
go over the work on the ground and assess how feasible
our plans were. The contractor then returned in March
to get started. Pools were created in two areas — one not
far from the station and easy to walk to if you would like
to visit to see if you can spot any adult Azure Hawkers on
the wing — and the other about a mile to the southeast.
Some of these were new pools, a few buckets deep,
while the existing pools - the majority at the site - were
either deepened by excavation or the water levels were
raised by building peat dams. Sphagnum was removed
from existing pools and put carefully to one side, then
gently replaced when the work was complete.

The following day all the pools had filled up with

water and there was no bare peat to be seen. We

were extremely pleased and even found a frog in

one! However, the test was to come in the summer

— hopefully, the deeper pools would retain water

and larvae would be able to survive. We returned in
September to survey for larvae in both the new and
restored pools. With a team of six people, we soon found
Azure Hawker larvae in a deepened pool which was very
exciting!

Over the course of the day, we found the following:

"Id;'
o 18

e The deeper pools retained water while shallow
ones dried out.

e 14 Azure Hawker larvae were found in 7 out of
the 12 pools.

e 70% of the larvae were longer than 29mm, had
well-developed wing buds, and will emerge
in late spring this year. This was the highest
number of large larvae found anywhere recently.

* Most of the larvae were in pools that had been
deepened to enable water retention or where
sphagnum was carefully transferred.

e Two were in a new small pool and possibly
travelled overland from other pools that were
drying out, about 10-20m away,

These results are very promising and we need to keep
monitoring the pools to have a good idea of how the
population is faring. Please get in touch with Daniéle if
you would like to take part in surveys. We can now use
this information when advising other landowners keen to
carry out conservation work to help their rare bog pool
dragonflies. Thanks to Sarah and the board at Corrour
Estate for their hard work in helping this wonderful, rare
dragonfly!
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Northern Damselfly Project shows promising

From February 2022 to February 2023, the BDS managed a project to
improve the habitat of 12 existing Northern Damselfly ponds and create
11 new ponds with the aim of providing new sites for the population
and improving linkage between sites. These ponds were in Strathspey,
from Kingussie to Grantown, and in Deeside, from Aboyne to Ballater.
The money for the project was provided by the Cairngorms National
Park Authority (CNPA) through Scottish Government funding. Many

of the existing sites were those with historic breeding records for the
species and had been identified in my Northern Damselfly 2021 survey
report to BDS that had shown deterioration of the habitat, with the loss
of the Northern Damselfly as a breeding species in some cases.

All 23 pond sites were surveyed in summer 2023 to check for the
presence of Northern Damselfly and to review the results of the
management work. This work was again funded by the CNPA. Each site
was visited once from late June to late July to try and coincide with
peak emergence though a period of cold, wet weather for most of

July made this difficult. The perimeter of each pond was walked and
all species, and activity were recorded. Netting was undertaken every
2-3 metres, and all larvae were recorded. The surveys found Northern
Damselflies at 6 of the new ponds with confirmed breeding evidence
at 5 of these. This was a fantastic result after such a short period of
time. Odonata species were recorded at all the new ponds even the
three that had nearly dried out. Several ponds stand out, one near
RSPB Insh Marshes where 10 species were recorded, with evidence

of breeding for 6, and another new pond near The Speyside Centre
with 7 species seen and breeding activity for six. Quite a remarkable
colonisation in less than 18 months. Species seen were Common and
Southern Hawker, Four-spotted Chaser, Black Darter, and all six species
of damselfly present in Strathspey: Emerald, Large Red, Blue-tailed,
Common Blue, Azure and Northern. Several new sites were recorded
for the two recent colonists to Deeside and Strathspey, Azure Damselfly
and Southern Hawker.

Most of the new ponds are naturalising very well, supporting a diverse
community of aquatic invertebrates. Juvenile Palmate Newts were
also recorded at 7 of them. These ponds were developing typical pond
vegetation communities. The most common plant species growing

in the new ponds was pondweed and rush, found at 7 out of the 11
ponds. Sedge, Flag Iris and sphagnum were recorded at five ponds.
This is very encouraging and shows how ponds can become a haven
for biodiversity very quickly. Three of the new ponds were not as
successful, being nearly dry. The full project report provides guidance
for the optimum design of future new ponds, in terms of size, shape
and location within a landscape.

Northern Damselflies were confirmed at 5 of the existing sites where
habitat improvement work was carried out, but it was felt that more
work was required at some of these ponds to optimise their condition
and this information will be useful in planning for future work.
Continuing a programme of new pond creations across the range of
Northern Damselfly will be beneficial to the population and should be
the priority for any new project. It will also enhance populations of
other species and provide new habitat for a wide range of wetland flora
and fauna. Monitoring of the new ponds should continue to see if a
viable breeding population of Northern Damselfly is maintained.
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Dragonfly Hotspot Launches in 2024!

Rand Dipping at Newport Wetlandi@ RSPB
RSPB Conwy Nature Reserve

Conwy Nature Reserve, North Wales, is proof that
wonderful things can happen when we work with nature
in mind. What was once waste material, dug out when
the A55 road tunnel was built, has been transformed
into a haven for wetland wildlife. With a network of
boardwalks and viewing points, this is the perfect

place to learn about wetland wildlife and get close to
dragonflies.

We will be celebrating the launch of this Dragonfly
Hotspot on Saturday 13th July

Wicken Fen © National Trust/Rob Coleman

Newport Wetlands and Magor Marsh

Found on the Gwent Levels in South Wales, these two
sites are part of a beautiful wetland landscape. Nestling
between the Severn Estuary and the River Usk, Newport
Wetlands is an exciting and accessible place for people and
wildlife. Magor Marsh is one of the last remaining pieces
of natural fenland that once covered the Gwent Levels.
The mosaic of marsh, ponds and ditches at these sites, and
between them, creates incredible dragonfly habitat. We
will be working with Natural Resources Wales, Living Levels
Partnership, RSPB and Gwent Wildlife Trust to celebrate
these sites as Dragonfly Hotspots.

Join us on Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th July to celebrate
dragonflies at Newport Wetlands and Magor Marsh!

Vi e et B

Wicken Fen National Nature Reserve

Wicken Fen in Cambridgeshire, one of Europe’s most
important wetlands, supports an abundance of wildlife.
There are more than 9000 species, including a spectacular
array of plants, birds and, of course, dragonflies. The
raised boardwalk and lush grass droves allow easy access
to a lost landscape of flowering meadows, sedge and
reedbeds. The site has an ambitious 100 year landscape-
scale conservation project, Wicken Fen Vision, to create a
diverse landscape for wildlife and people stretching from
Wicken Fen to the edge of Cambridge.

This year marks 125 years of Wicken Fen and we are so
excited to be continuing our partnership with the National
Trust and officially naming the site as a Dragonfly Hotspot.
Celebrations will take place on Sunday 30th June!

More event details will be advertised via our website; take a look at our hotspot and event page for updates and

more information.

':._If';"
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Dragonfly Hotspot Funding Appeal

Thanks to the generosity of our
supporters we have been able to
install interpretation boards at 4

of our Hotspot Sites in Scotland
this summer. We are now seeking
funding for interpretation at Devilla
Forest, located a short distance to
the east of Kincardine in Fife and
owned and managed by Forestry
and Land Scotland. The forest is
mainly Scots Pine, with a number of
ponds and lochs throughout.

A key species at the site is the Four-
spotted Chaser, which can be seen
on the wing along the north edge
of Bordie Loch throughout June
and July. Later in the summer Black
Darters and Common Hawkers can
be seen flying around the loch and
adjoining heathland. The forest is
also home to a large red squirrel population.

© Daniele Muir

Our target is to raise £2000 to design and install interpretation boards and provide educational resources, ready for
public events next spring. Please donate and help us to highlight the amazing life of the dragonflies at Devilla Forest
for the people visiting.

To donate to our Appeal go online: https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/product/donation/

or send a cheque payable to the British Dragonfly Society and marked ‘Devilla’ to:

Jess Slight, BDS, PO Box 4918, NEWCASTLE, ST55 9JX

Please note: any donations received above our target will allow us to install boards at other Hotspot sites across the
UK. Thank you.

Left: Four-spotted Chaser © Pat Batty. Right: Black Darter © lain Leach
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It is no secret that the world is facing several crises,
notably regarding biodiversity and climate. These bring
about challenges for humans as well as wildlife. Flood
risk, for instance, is expected to increase in frequency
and intensity because of climate change, whereas
freshwater ecosystems are among the most vulnerable
and threatened, with worrying declines in species
abundance. Nature-based solutions, a concept in
vogue, aim to protect, sustainably manage, and restore
ecosystems in ways that benefit both biodiversity

and human well-being. Such actions have been
implemented in the Eddleston Water catchment, in the
Scottish Borders, for a specific purpose: natural flood
management (NFM). The objective of the Eddleston
Water Project, led by Tweed Forum, is to increase the
capacity of the landscape to retain and slow down
water to mitigate the impact of floods on downstream
villages and towns such as Eddleston and Peebles. To
do so, the river floodplain has been restored in places,
with the re-creation of meanders, riparian tree planting
and the construction of debris dams to reduce flow.
Moreover, new ponds have been created all over the

I__.éadburn Pond

catchment to increase water storage. The effects of
those NFM measures on flood risk are being monitored,
but what about biodiversity, and more precisely the
benefits of those new ponds for dragonflies?

This is where | come in. My name is Julie Fahy, | am

a PhD student from Switzerland, and | study the
biodiversity of ponds. In the summer of 2023, | had

the chance and pleasure to survey Odonata in the
Eddleston Water catchment as part of a research stay
in collaboration with Edinburgh Napier University.
Dragonflies are my first love (do not tell my boyfriend!),
they are the taxa that first opened my eyes to the
fascinating diversity of freshwater habitats and sparked
my interest in research, and so | was very much looking
forward to this project — especially in Scotland, a
country which captured my heart years ago.

| arrived in late May under glorious sunshine which
lasted all through mid-June, great conditions for
dragonfly watching! Large Red Damselflies were flying
everywhere — or almost. Of the 24 ponds | had selected
for my research, three of them were already bone dry,
following a parched spring. My project revolved around
surveying adults, to be able to study a relatively large
number of ponds. However, | also sampled larvae on
six ponds, as a backup in case the weather had been
more typically Scottish, and | looked for and collected
exuviae as well. The weather was indeed less kind to
me from mid-July to mid-August, for my second session
of fieldwork: 9°C and lots of rain. Where had summer
gone? Luckily, | still managed to survey 20 ponds.

In total, | observed nine species: four Anisoptera
(Aeshna juncea, Libellula quadrimaculata, Sympetrum
danae and Sympetrum striolatum) and five Zygoptera
(Coenagrion puella — the most abundant species

that | encountered, with 613 individuals — Enallagma
cyathigerum, Ischnura elegans, Lestes sponsa and
Pyrrhosoma nymphula). All these species are common
and had already been spotted in the area according

to the NBN Atlas. Seeing Common Hawkers and Black
Darters in good numbers was particularly delightful for
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me, as in Switzerland they are mostly found at higher
elevations and in our very scarce peat bogs.

| expected to see more species, but the adverse
weather conditions probably deterred a few. | still
managed to observe all species already recorded in the
NBN Atlas for the study area, with the exception of four
dragonflies: Aeshna cyanea (1 record in 2015), Aeshna
grandis (1 record in 2014), Anax imperator (1 record

in 2021), and Cordulegaster boltonii (1 record in 1984
and 1in 2013) — but the latter is a lotic species and did
not figure on my list of expected dragonflies as | only
surveyed ponds. The Eddleston Water catchment seems
currently under-surveyed when it comes to dragonflies,
and | am sure that more species could be found there
given the diversity of freshwater habitats. More and
more species will also make their way up to Scotland in
the coming years due to climate change, as is already
being observed, and | wonder how many species | will
see in this area in ten years’ time.

My surveys uncovered some good news: the ponds
newly created as NFM measures hosted as many
species (and in some cases, even more!) as other,
previously existing ponds (used as “reference ponds”
for my research). As part of the Eddleston Water
Project, the “NFM ponds” were generally designed with
large buffer zones and allowed for the development of
diverse aquatic vegetation, which is positively related

, |u/Cringletie Pond
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to dragonfly richness. The creation of these new ponds
also increased the local pond density and connectivity,
which is associated with higher species richness. This
shows that ponds created primarily as NFM measures
can host Odonata communities as diverse as other
ponds, as long as they are conceived and managed in
ways that are favourable to biodiversity. As such, the
Eddleston Water project is a good example of effective
Nature-based solution implementation, which helps
tackle both the biodiversity crisis and human-related
issues such as flood risk.

On a personal level, | had an amazing time in Scotland,
despite some wet weather which sometimes made it
tricky to plan fieldwork. Not much beats the feeling of
wading in a pond, camera in one hand, butterfly net

in the other, surrounded by darting colourful insects.
In addition to dragonflies, | also marvelled at the flight
of sand martins and kestrels, and at the beauty of
diving beetles, newts, and peacock butterflies. | passed
badger setts and found otter spraints. | walked among
thistles and dense nettles (and thanked my waders for
their protection). | spotted plenty of rushes, bur-reed,
water-starwort, broad-leaved pondweed and marsh
willowherb. | saw herons, lapwings, oystercatchers,
long-tailed tits, goslings, wild bees, butterflies, hares,
and much, much more. | was followed by inquisitive
horses and eyed by wary cows and sheep. | also met
inspiring people, who are working hard to rewild the
landscape and breathe life back into the local rivers,
wetlands, and woods. | hope to come back someday, to
follow the changes that are already taking place.

| would like to warmly thank Chris Spray from the
University of Dundee and Jennifer Dodd from the
Edinburgh Napier University, who welcomed me and
introduced me to the project, as well as Wendy and
Jeremy Cunningham, for hosting me and making me
feel at home in the Borders. | also thank Pat Batty for
suggesting that | write this article about my experience,
and the Swiss Society for Hydrology and Limnology, the
Swiss Zoological Society, the Société académique de
Geneéve and the University of Applied Sciences and Arts
of Western Switzerland, for funding my research stay.
As part of my PhD, | am currently working on a scientific
paper to share the findings of my study, which will be
available sometime in the future.
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My Dragonfly Diary
By Ethan Westcott

My dragonfly watching in 2023 has been one that is
more disturbed than usual; balancing exams with my
ambitions. However, the year still provided me with
wonder as | went through the months attempting

to find some species in my area that had previously
eluded me. In May, for example, | had the pleasure of
collecting the exuviae of Broad-bodied Chasers and
Emperors. It’s a pond | visit once a year, in Essex, and
although it isn’t in the most idyllic of spots or condition,
it still provides a treasure trove of goodies!

As early spring melted into May, | was treated to
Banded Demoiselle havens, being able to locate

spots at my local park where there were around 50
individuals at a time. As summer revealed itself, rather
wet at that, | risked July in search of White-legged
Damselfly and Scare Emeralds. Potentially a bit too
late in the season, and my suspicions were correct. |
was unlucky in my attempts, yet did get to see eight
other species including Willow Emerald and, one of my
personal favourites, the Brown Hawker. My local patch
was in high supply of them and seemingly the most
common hawker of the year.

Trips throughout Essex were also very fruitful, including
Southern Migrant Hawkers at RSPB Rainham Marshes
and Norfolk Hawkers in the Lee Valley. | saw my first
Scarce Chasers in Cambridgeshire, as well as many
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more common species. Later, in August, | went down

to Thursley Common in Surrey - also a bit late in the

season, yet | was still rewarded with Downy Emeralds

and many other species for dragonfly enthusiasts to
observe.

As August of 2023
approached, my anticipation
grew, as | was lucky enough
to be able to take a trip of a
lifetime to Costa Rica. | was
able to cover a great portion
of the country, alongside
my family, and was able

to spectate some of the
great biodiversity on offer

in this magical nation. In
between the green turtles
hauling themselves upon
the beach at Tortuguero,

-4 Quetzals swooping among

' the Monteverde canopy, and
poison dart frogs hopping
among the undergrowth like
- toxic rubies, | found myself
in Odonata heaven! On one
day of the trip I, with great
fortune, got the opportunity
= to climb a small extinct
volcano called Cerro del

on Darter Tortuguero and at the top |
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was not only greeted with a spectacular view, but
also the majestic flapping wings of a Helicopter
Damselfly (Megaloprepus caerulatus to be exact).
Often considered the biggest dragonflies in the
present day, with wingspans up to 19cm! It was

a sight to behold and one species that | have
wanted to see for many years. Later in the trip, |
was staying near the Arenal Volcano and among
the many rivers and streams | was lucky enough
to see a multitude of different species including
stunning Amberwings. These tiny dragonflies are
some of the most intricate species of dragonfly |
have ever seen. As its name suggests, the wings
are a deep amber shade and, when caught

in the light, they look unlike anything from a
guidebook. Another species, although common
worldwide, that was really special for me was
seeing hundreds, if not thousands, of Wandering
Glider dragonflies, gathering collectively,
spiralling erratically in the sky, protected from the
kiskadees purely by the sheer mass. | have always
been fascinated by this globe-conquering species,
especially due to it being almost impossible to
see it in the UK. | also was able to see many
species | was unable to identify.

| saw roughly 24 species in the UK this year;
mainly common with a sprinkling of rarity. In the
coming months, with a new year full of dragonfly
potential, | hope to grow my observed species

list by a modest three - to include my coveted
species, the Scarce Emerald and the White-legged
Damselfly. Wish me luck!

Amberwing species
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~ "% | Join the team!

Become a member

-
Ah;’.‘;
of our Youth Panel

e

The BDS Youth Panel aims to make sure that young people are represented in our work and help us to shape the work
that we do. The Youth Panel will be responsible for creating a Youth Engagement Strategy, to define how we engage
with fellow young people. Panel members will also have the opportunity to get involved in other aspects of the
charity.

The panel will be made up of like minded young people coming together online.

What are we looking for?
We are looking for young people who are passionate about insects (especially Dragonflies!) and wetlands, who want
to join a small charity and have a big impact for dragonfly conservation! You should apply if you:

>

V V V V

Are between 16 and 24

Are passionate about nature (don’t worry you don’t need to know everything about dragonflies!)
Enjoy being a part of a team

Can commit to attending online meetings

Want to inspire other young people to connect with dragonflies

What do we offer you?
Being a part of the Youth Panel is a voluntary role, however we will provide:

>

V V V V

Free BDS membership and a welcome pack of goodies

Opportunities for mentoring and career advice

An insight into a national conservation charity

A platform to have your voice heard and represent us at events

Opportunities to get involved in other aspects of our work: social media, creating resources, practical

conservation and much more

> References for you on your job and university applications
> Expenses if attending an in-person event
How to apply:

Visit our website for the full details and how to apply. Applications are now open and close on Sunday 5th May.

W

26 Young Naturalist Section Dragonfly News 85



british-dragonflies.org.uk

BDS Beginnings

by BDS Founder Rod Dunn

The foundations for our society were laid down many years
before its realization in April 1983. Here is a condensed
version of events leading to the establishment of BDS:

In 1968 John Heath of the Biological Records Centre set up
a scheme to map the distribution of dragonflies in Britain
and Ireland. In 1977 John recruited David Chelmick to run
the scheme and later that year David produced Newsletter
No 1 of the Odonata Mapping Scheme. By 1980 David had
an extensive list of recorders and the project became the
Odonata Recording Scheme (ORS). In October 1981 David’s
stint came to an end and Bob Merritt became organizer Rod Dunn in 1983
of the ORS. Around this time, there were calls for a formal dragonfly society to be formed, separate to the ORS.
Despite several meetings, nothing was determined and the proposal faltered. One concern was that collectors may
contribute to the decline of already endangered species if the location of sensitive sites was revealed.
In 1982 Bob Merritt moved to Chesterfield and came to see me in Darley Dale, just ten miles away. | was licensee of
the Northwood Club and Bob envisaged its clientele to be middle-aged men smoking pipes and discussing country
sports whilst reclining in plush armchairs. Instead, as he later put it, he was introduced to whom he perceived to be
‘a long-haired lout playing table tennis’. However, our passion for dragonflies soon bonded us and after a number
of meetings | raised the subject of forming a society. Bob voiced his misgivings but | argued that a formal society
would have a louder voice on conservation matters than a group of individual recorders, however experienced. | also
wanted to widen the appeal of these spectacular insects to other wildlife groups and young people. | tried to allay
Bob’s fears about collectors by remarking that nowadays enthusiasts were collecting photographs not specimens.
Bob was wavering but worried that a society may not be financially viable due to the cost of printing high quality
publications. | showed him some of my drawings and a ticket for a concert by the band Blackfoot Sue that were
printed locally at a reasonable price. Bob then realized it would be possible to produce professional publications
containing maps, illustrations and photographs. To quote Bob: ‘At that moment the British Dragonfly Society was
born’.
There was much to be done. A Newsletter was designed and articles contributed. Four hundred copies of
Newsletter No 1 were printed along with application forms for membership at £3 per annum. Bob and | needed

about 180 members to cover the cost of printing, envelopes and stamps.
British Two publications a year were planned. The Newsletter was posted to all
contributors of the ORS compiled by David and Bob as well as other wildlife
contacts. Over 200 cheques soon arrived; a bank account was opened and
the society was up and running.

g |

Dragonfly Newsletter No. 1
Society April 1983

It was gratifying that all those asked to be Committee functionaries agreed
and their nominations were approved by the members. Following an early
re-shuffle due to Bob’s work-load, Prof Philip Corbett became our first
President; David Chelmick Vice-President; Stephen Brooks Editor of the
Journal; Brian Bailey Treasurer and myself Secretary. Peter Mill produced
the constitution and society’s by-laws. Bob continued to run the expanding
ORS. The society’s existence was announced by County Trusts for Nature
Conservation, entomological societies and The Guardian. By the end of
1984 membership rose to 450 but this led to logistical problems; not least
addressing, filling and stamping 900 envelopes by hand a year. | was also
Derbyshire county recorder for dragonflies and producing illustrations for

T the Journal and after three years my energy expired and Jill Silsby accepted
o
R Marritt the position of Secretary.
l - ] l : Computers arrived with publishing and data-storing software. Digital
4 h‘k_‘ 54 -:“ photography was perfected. Successive officials and additional roles within
. s e e e m,,,,...,,,ﬁ,’{*'-" the society brought a new image and moved the society forward to become

the respected and professional organization it is today.
So, here’s to the next ten years!

(The endorsed account of the society’s origins can be viewed on pp 21-27 of Volume 3 Number 2 of the Journal,
November 1987)
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The Tireragan Trust, made up of volunteers from Mull Rewilding Network, | joined a bunch of hardy volunteers
and the mainland, manages the Tireragan land, 625 visiting from across the UK and the Tireragan trustees for
hectares of wild land on the south-west tip of the a week of peatland work in sun, rain and the occasional
Ross of Mull, Scotland. The Trust’s aims are to protect snow flurry. We helped to build a series of regularly

and enhance the biodiversity of the land whilst also spaced peat dams by hand, blocking up a 200m length
sensitively nurturing human use and enjoyment. of deep drain and increasing the amount of standing
water on site. As this sort of habitat work was likely

to be highly beneficial to dragonflies and damselflies,

| thought a baseline survey might prove interesting

and useful to compare the species abundances on
unmodified parts of the site to the newly dammed drain.

During March 2023, an area of peat bog adjacent to
the old abandoned clachan (a hamlet) at Tireragan

was the focus of a habitat restoration and re-wetting
project. After hearing about it through the Northwoods

Currently, 29 species of
Odonata have been recorded
in Scotland, 23 of which are
deemed resident breeding.
| requested a list of previous
records for the Tireragan area
B from Pat Batty, the County
Dragonfly Recorder for Argyll
and Bute. There are 12 species
which have been recorded
on Ross of Mull to date, 11 of
which were likely to occur in
the Tireragan area.

Two dragonfly transect training
days were led by myself and
coordinated by the trustees,
occurring on a fortunately
sunny weekend in June 2023.
Transects were selected along
four sections of waterbodies
(streams and drains) within
! the peat bog area, the longest
section being the drain with
the newly created peat dams
and the series of small adjacent
! E 22 pools. The transect start and
: = 3 @ B s ¢ U finish points were noted as
“;Peat damn builders March 2023 - Rutger Emmelkamp® o e T L g What3Words locations, and we
s g et : adhered to guidance on survey
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To Traigh Gael
beach {1.5km)
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Transect 2:

85m

Seres of dams

and peat pits

Aetial map of surveyed waterbodies in the Tireragan p.eatbog area

conditions from the BDS. Our intrepid groups hiked
for an hour each way to the Tireragan site, armed with
binoculars and butterfly nets for close-up views while
learning the distinguishing features between species.
The counts of adults for all species were recorded on
each transect, along with any evidence of breeding
such as copulating pairs or ovipositing females. Data
were collected in the field using survey forms, then
subsequently uploaded to iRecord and entered into an
excel logbook. The volunteers and trustees completed
two additional surveys in July and September, having to
skip an August visit due to challenges with changeable
weather.

We were pleased to confirm 10 species of Odonata (six
dragonflies, four damselflies) are currently using the site
at Tireragan. These are:

Emerald Damselfly male - Rachel Bi_cker-

Spring 2024

Damselflies

Beautiful Demoiselle Calopteryx virgo
Blue-tailed Damselfly Ischnura elegans
Emerald Damselfly Lestes sponsa

Large Red Damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula

Dragonflies

Black Darter Sympetrum danae

Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum
Common Hawker Aeshna juncea

Four-spotted Chaser Libellula quadrimaculata
Golden-ringed Dragonfly Cordulegaster boltonii
Keeled Skimmer Orthetrum coerulescens

A -

keeTed Skimmer female - Raehel Bicker
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Beautiful Demoiselle - - - v
Blue-tailed Damselfly Ov v v -
Common Darter Ov v v v
Four-spotted Chaser Ov v - v
Golden-ringed
g S| v vV
Dragonfly
Keeled Skimmer Co Co v Vv
Large Red Damselfly Co v v Co
Emerald Damselfly Co Co Co -
Black Darter Ov - v v
Common Hawker Co v v -
Tot L i
otal no. species 9 8 8 7
present
Total no. i
otal no. species 5 2 q q
breeding

Table 1. Tireragan transects and species breeding presence
2023 [v= Adult present, Co = copulating pair, Ov =

Transect 1 produced the highest count of Odonata
species and evidence of breeding activity. The
exceptions were Golden-ringed Dragonfly and Beautiful
Demoiselle, which showed a preference for the running
waters of the burn along Transect 4. Black Darter proved
to be the most abundant species on site, with a peak of
79 individuals recorded during the September survey.

It was pleasing to record Emerald Damselfly on the site,
as no previous records from the Tireragan site existed,
with the closest previous records occurring at Bunessan
and Loch Pottie. Records of Common Blue Damselfly
occur at nearby Traigh Ghael, and so was notable in its
absence from Tireragan. Pat has advised that this species
generally favours large open water and it will be worth
keeping an eye out for it in future, particularly around
the lochan.

The only record for Azure Hawker (Red list Vulnerable)
on Mull was made in 1982, close to the Tobermory

area in the north. Another species observed on Mull,
but not at Tireragan, is Northern Emerald (Red list Near
Threatened), a peat bog specialist of sphagnum-rich

bog pools. With a scattering of records in recent years
from the north and east of the island, but none from the
south west, | suppose it would sadly be quite a long shot

. . . for our site.
ovipositing, Em = emergent juveniles]
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Figure 1. Odonata species peak counts by transect during 2023
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The dammed ditch (Transect 1) facing north. Around 180m in
length to the final dam

The newly built dams along Transect 1 have resulted

in plentiful habitat niches, with some pools of largely
open water and others with floating, emergent, and
bankside marginal vegetation. Some pools are retaining
water better than others, with varying depths and
purposely terraced sides to allow wildlife access in and
out.

It will be interesting to see what happens with these
pools over time; will the open water areas eventually
become completely vegetated? Could the small pools
become over-loaded with aquatic predators, out-
competing certain species? In drier years, might the
pools provide permanent refuges while the drains dry

british-dragonflies.org.uk

with floating vegetation

out completely? How will Odonata populations fluctuate?

Baseline habitat surveys are planned for the Tireragan
site in 2024, collecting more data to best inform further
restoration work on site. | hope to visit again soon, to
join in on a survey transect and some casual wildlife
recording, as we continue to build on the species

database for the site. If you are a keen dragonfly recorder
visiting Mull, perhaps you would like to join in too? If so
then please contact the trustees at
info@tireragantrust.co.uk

Rachel Bicker, an ecologist based in Hove, Sussex

Spring 2024




Monitoring a New Pond by Brian Walker

Most significant new domestic building
projects now include Sustainable Drainage
Systems (SuDS) to provide a green solution

to the management of stormwater local to
the development and fo reduce the risk of
overloading the sewerage system. The systems
usually include ponds, which can become

very aftractive for dragonflies if they hold
water throughout the year. However, some of
these ponds only hold water after heavy rain.
There have been considerable new housing
developments near where | live in Oxfordshire
and several new ponds have been created as
a result. Many only hold water intermittently,
but there are a small number that look as though they will be very good sites for dragontflies.

Emperor Dragonfly male

| have been monitoring one of these since it became accessible in 2020. It has continued fo hold
water even when many natural ponds locally dried out in the dry spells. The pond is roughly 40m
x 20m with steep vegetated banks around the edge. It isin the middle of an area roughly 200m
« 200m of scrub and rough grass, but there is a gravel path that winds through the area, close

to the pond. People use this path for exercise, but the steep banks probably limif disturbance at
the pond itself, including from dogs. The area was used as a construction storage area during the
building phase of the development. As a result, the pond was fairly well established by the fime if
became accessible. | have recorded 18 species there fo date. | have breeding evidence, pairs or
ovipositing, for 12 of these, with 4 species being recorded only once or twice as visifors.

A male Emperor Dragonfly has been patrolling the pond on almost every visit during ifs flight
period with a female ovipositing on many visits. Interestingly | have recorded Emperor Dragonfly
on more visits fo the pond than any other species, apart from Common Darter. As usual, the male
Emperor often tried to chase off other dragonflies and certainly flew at any other male Emperors
that ventured near. | have recorded
breeding behaviour by Broad-bodied and
Four-spotted Chasers as well as Black-
tailed Skimmers. | have also recorded
both Common and Ruddy Darters
including individuals of both species
which seemed to be recently emerged.
| have also seen Southern and Migrant
Hawkers but, perhaps surprisingly, only
recorded Brown Hawker once.

| have recorded breeding behaviour
by both Azure and Common Blue
Damselflies. | saw Red-eyed Damselfly
o number of times in 2021, with Smalll
amselfly pair ovipositing with female fully Red-eyed Damselfly also putting in
JIISTCUl an appearance |ater in the year.
Subsequently, Small Red-eyed Damselfly

small Red-eyed D
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has been far more common than Red-
eyed with no records of the lafterin
2022 and only one in 2023. Both
Banded and Beautiful Demoiselle have
occurred once or twice, presumobly as
visitors from local streams.

| was surprised to find a single Emerald
Damselfly in summer 2022, a species
which I have not seen locally for
several years. However, it was an

even greater surprise fo find a Willow
Emerald late in summer 2022 and
then a pair of them ovipositing on a
small Willow sapling. | checked late

in 2022 and found the characteristic egg scars on the

Willow shoot where | had seen the pair earlier. The species was present again late

in 2023 in larger numbers and | saw several oviposifing on the few Willow saplings that grow
at the edge of the water. They were using very thin shoots fo oviposif, possibly because the
saplings are young and there were few other options.

Willow Em i
erald pair in the Process of oviposi
ositing

| am really pleased to have such an attractive sife for dragonflies within walking distance of
home and it is interesting o se€ how the pond has been colonised so rapidly and by so many
species. | am looking forward fo seeing how it will continue fo develop. The pond is large
enough to nof infill quickly so it should remain attractive for dragonflies. At 18, the total of
species is impressive for a single pond. | wonder if it will get to a nice round number of 20
species. | fully expect to add Large Red Damselfly to my list, but there isn't an obvious clear
contender for the 20th species. Developments near you may not be all bad news, particularly if
they contain an attractive pond that dragonflies will colonise.

Migrant Hawker male

If you photograph anything unusual or of interest please let our editor know:
|c|uren.kennedy@briiish—drugonﬂies.org.uk




Leave a Lasting Legacy

Legacy Donations

It is thanks to legacy income that we were able to
employ a fundraiser five years ago, and that in turn has
led to significant funding that has allowed us to grow
our staff team. With the continued impact of climate
change our dragonflies and damselflies are at increasing
risk, with precious wetlands drying up, so our work is
more important than ever. We have so many ambitious
and exciting ideas for future projects, and legacy income
provides us with the additional funds to grow and
develop our projects.

Please consider leaving something to the British
Dragonfly Society when you write or update your will.
We are so grateful for your continued support.

You may like to use the following wording when including
the society as a beneficiary in your will:

“I give the sum of £... to the British Dragonfly Society
Registered charity 1168300 (England and Wales),
SC049416 (Scotland), Ashcroft, Brington Road, Old
Weston, Huntingdon, PE28 5LP for its general purposes.

A Gift in Memory

Celebrating and commemorating the life of your loved
one with a gift in their memory is a fitting tribute

that helps to support our work for Dragonflies and
Damselflies. We're always incredibly touched and
grateful to receive donations large or small, which will
have a lasting impact for generations to come.

Many long-standing members of the Society have Please complete the declaration if you joined BDS before

provided Gift Aid declarations in the past which predate  19th July 2016 (which is when we became a CIO.) You

our new form as a Charitable Incorporated Institution. don’t need to do this if you have paid your subscription
via our website but we would ask you to do so if you pay

We have been advised that it is desirable that we ask by Standing Order.

these members to provide fresh Gift Aid declarations to

avoid any future issues. We aim to do this in a way which  If in doubt about whether a new declaration is needed, or

minimises the cost to the Society and makes completion  if you have not previously provided a declaration, please

simple for members. A declaration can be provided complete the form.

by clicking on the Gift Aid button on our website and .
completing and submitting the form that is displayed. . * { w—
You only need to provide your name and home address

including post code. No signature is needed. You must of ﬂ I ﬁm

course be a valid UK taxpayer as set out in the declaration.

34 Dragonfly News 85



british-dragonflies.org.uk

Field Meetings Compiled by Mike Averill

We have listed a small selection of Field Meetings here. This list, along with any additional events, will be added to the ‘Events’
page of our website. Please check the website throughout the year for the most up to date events information. You can find the
latest risk assessments and notes for Field Meeting Leaders on this page too: www.british-dragonflies.org.uk/news-events/our-
events/

If you would like to advertise your own event on our website, contact Eleanor Colver: conservation@british-dragonflies.org.uk

Annual Celebrations: Dragonfly Week Saturday 6th - Sunday 14th July 2024

Saturday 18th May 2024 - Thorne Moors NNR

Leaders - Keith Gittens, Pete Hinks Contact - vc62@yorkshiredragonflies.org.uk, 07903 449509

Aim: Target species Hairy Dragonfly but we also anticipate seeing large numbers of Four-spotted Chaser and Large Red
Damselfly.

Meet 10am at Oakhill NR car park — SE 72665 23144 / What3Words — disposal.diver.farmer

From the Oakhill carpark it is a further six miles to the moors. Where possible we will car share to limit the number of vehicles
going on to the moors. There will be an opportunity to have an hour or so at Oakhill after the moors visit if anyone so wishes.
Bring a packed lunch, strong footwear recommended. We will be sticking to main tracks so wellies are not necessary!

Thursday 23rd May 2024 - Gatwick Airport

Email: hsbg@british-dragonflies.org.uk / 07768 452365

Aims: For details, please see the BDS Events page on our website.
Meet: 10:30 tbc.

Requirements: Good boots (not wellies). Lunch.

Saturday, 1 June 2024 - Chilworth + Unstead Wetlands, Guildford

Leader/contact: Linda Pryke, Francis Kelly

Email: hsbg@british-dragonflies.org.uk / 07768 452365

Aims: We hope to find Scarce Chaser again at Chilworth on the Tillingbourne (Albury Estate) and then survey the volunteer-led
nature reserve at Unstead Wetlands on the Wey.

Meet: 10:30 at GU5 9BE, TQ 0437 4789. Park in field on south side of Chilworth Rd (A248), 0.5km west of Albury, opp. Waterloo
Pond and a house named Vale End. Please be on time as we may have to lock the gate again.

We will go on by car to Unstead, where space for parking may be challenging.

Requirements: Good boots or wellies. Lunch. Please car-share if possible

Saturday 15 June 2024 - Yardley Chase SSSI, Northamptonshire

Leader: Mark Tyrrell, Contact: mark.p.tyrrell@gmail.com

Meet: contact Mark for details of where to meet at 10:00 am

Aim: To see the Downy Emerald, and many other species. Last year’s field trip found a Variable Damselfly so will spend time
looking for more.

Requirements: Wear boots that you don’t mind getting wet; the ground is rough so good boots are recommended; we won't be
walking too far; no toilet facilities; bring packed lunch.

Saturday 15th June 2024 - NWT Upton Fen, Norfolk

Leader / contact: Dr Pam Taylor — Norfolk Dragonfly Recorder

Email: pam.taylor@british-dragonflies.org.uk to book or phone 01692 670311

Aim: Morning walk (approx. 3 hours) to look for a broad range of dragonfly species, including Norfolk Hawker and Variable
Damselfly.

Meet:10.00am at Upton Fen car park, TG379136. Postcode NR13 6EQ (Low Road),From Acle, Norwich or Wroxham head
towards South Walsham, then follow signs for Pilson Green. Local public transport services are limited. The nearest train station
is Acle (3.5 miles).

Requirements: Booking essential — preferably by email. Numbers strictly limited. Wellies or boots, insect repellent. Packed
lunch if staying on site (unguided) for the afternoon.

Sunday 16th June 2024 - Forest of Flowers

Joint meeting with Cleveland Field Naturalists. An opportunity to explore a series of 17 recently created ponds within this
private rewilding project. To date 18 species have been recorded.

Meet 10.30am at the farm - SE 54413 65413, What3Words — awake.footballers.wiping

Bring a packed lunch, strong footwear recommended.

Contact - Keith Gittens - vc62 @yorkshiredragonflies.org.uk, 07903 449509
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Field Meetings continued

Thursday, 20 June 2024 - Whitmoor Common, Surrey Heath

Meet: Burdenshott Rd car park by Jolly Farmer pub GU33RN, SU98735425, w3w: twins.joined.sends

Aims: At Brook Pond & heath: Downy Emerald & possibly Brilliant Emerald; Silver-studded Blue.

Leader: Francis Kelly (BC Surrey and HSBG)

Requirements: Close-focusing binoculars. Boots (not wellies). Lunch.

Additional Info: Joint meeting with Surrey Branch of Butterfly Conservation: check for changes at https://butterfly-conservation.
org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch

Friday, 28 June 2024 - Eelmoor Marsh SSSI, Farnborough, Hampshire

Meet: 10.30 am until 3.30pm (no option to leave early, due to site security)

Aims: This area has excellent bog habitat with an exceptionally rich flora and fauna. It supports many dragons and damsels,
including Keeled Skimmer, Four-spotted Chaser and Small Red Damselfly. A colony of the Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly was
confirmed here in 2000 (including the orange immature forma aurantiaca) but now appears to be lost. Access is via a secure
research establishment and is by pre-booking only. Numbers will be limited (first come, first served).

To book a place contact Tony Mundell, Hants & Surrey Borders Group, at argmundell@gmail.com before 25th May, providing
your full name and nationality (e.g. British) plus passport number and your car registration. Joining details with where and
when to meet, etc. will be sent later to those who have booked successfully.

Requirements: *** Advance Booking essential! Boots, lunch.

Additional Info: Other attractions include rare orchids and Przewalski horses for a rewilding programme by Marwell Zoo.

Saturday 6th July 2024 - Birkdale Farm, Terrington

Joint meeting with Ryedale Natural History Society. A morning meeting to look at a superb wildlife pond on a private farm
within the Howardian Hills Natural Landscapes. The farm is managed in an environmentally sensitive way. To date 18 species
have been recorded.

Leader - Keith Gittens - vc62@yorkshiredragonflies.org.uk, 07903 449509

Meet: 10am at the farm - SE 50203 87140 / What3Words — blotting.firms.turkeys

Strong footwear recommended.

Sunday 7th July 2024 - Dragonflies of the Red River Valley LNR, near Camborne

Time: 10.30am - 4.00pm

Meeting place: Meet at the bottom of the Fire Brigade Site, Tolvaddon, grid ref: SW657417, What3words: ///races.chose.
defrost

An opportunity to see the Scarce Blue-tailed Damselflies, Small Red Damselflies and 16 other species that have made the Red
River Valley Local Nature Reserve at Great Wheal Seton, Rosewarne Mill and Bell Lake Marsh their home.

Leader/contact: Steve Jones ( aparthenope@aol.com )

Requirements: Bring lunch, wellies, sunscreen, handwash. Note that there are no public toilet facilities at the sites we are
visiting

Thursday, 11 July 2024 - Thursley Common NNR, Surrey

Leader/Contact: David Hepper, Hants & Surrey Borders Group, 07768 452365

Email: hsbg@british-dragonflies.org.uk / 07768 452365

Aims: To visit the site and try out the replacement boardwalks. Especially good for Black Darter and Keeled Skimmer.
Meet: 10:30 am at the Moat car park, Thursley Road, SU 8994 4160

Requirements: Good boots (not wellies). Lunch (no nearby hostelry).

Additional Info: Walking is largely along boardwalks and gravel paths but there are some muddy areas around the ponds.

Sunday 14 July 2024 - Devon Group BDS meeting -

Coombeshead, near Broadwoodwidger, West Devon.

Meet: 10:00 am to 4:00 pm; bring lunch. Meet in parking area at SX389911; WhatThreeWords: ///pampering.noses.gloom;
postcode PL16 0JS. Coombeshead lies about 2 miles west of Roadford Lake. From the south, approach from the A30 via
Broadwoodwidger.

Aim: To see Devon’s best site for Small Red Damselfly at ponds in a large area in the process of rewilding.

Leader: Amanda Yates (seabirdsandpaint@gmail.com). Prior booking not needed.
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Thursday, 25 July 2024 - Tice’s Meadow, Badshot Lea, nr. Farnham, Surrey

Meet: 10:30 at the main entrance on Badshot Lea Road. Park at the roadside.

Aims: Tice’s Meadow is on the borders of Waverley, Rushmoor and Guildford boroughs and is owned by a consortium of 6 local
councils. Water comes in from the aquifer beneath and the level has an uncontrolled range of 4 metres, making management
challenging. It’s a top site in Southern England for birders and aiming to become a Dragonfly Hotspot.

Leader: David Hepper, 07768 452365

Saturday 27th July 2024 - Boltby Reservoir and Forest Ponds

Joint meeting with Freshwater Habitats Trust to discover the dragonflies of one of Yorkshire Water’s premier wildlife sites,
Boltby Reservoir, where we have been doing conservation work since 2018. If time we also plan to visit some ponds deeper into
the forest. To date 18 species have been recorded at Boltby.

Leaders - Keith Gittens, Anne Carter

Contact vc62 @yorkshiredragonflies.org.uk, 07903 449509

Meet 10am at the start of the forest drive on Sneck Yate Bank, - SE 50203 87140

What3Words — passports.unravel.stylists

Bring a packed lunch, strong footwear recommended.

Sunday 4th August 2024 - Dragonflies of Bowithick & Davidstow, Bodmin Moor

Time: 10.30am - 4.00pm

Meeting place: Meet next to the ford/old footbridge at Bowithick, grid ref: SX183826, What3words: ///tummy.incomes.
heartless

An opportunity to explore a moorland site to see Black Darters, Small Red Damselflies, and possibly Scarce Blue-tailed
Damselflies.

Leader/contact: Steve Jones ( aparthenope@aol.com )

Requirements: Bring lunch, wellies, sunscreen, handwash. Note that there are no public toilet facilities at the sites we are
visiting

Thursday, 8 August 2024 - Wildwood (former) Golf Course, Cranleigh, Surrey

Leader: Francis Kelly (BC Surrey and HSBG)

Website: butterfly-conservation.org/in-your-area/surrey-and-sw-london-branch

Aims: Over half of the 33 ponds are suitable for viewing odonata, including Willow Emerald & Small Red-eyed Damselflies, with
23 Odonata species so far recorded. Joint trip with Butterfly Conservation Surrey Branch. Last year we saw six Brown Hairstreak
butterflies.

Meet: 11:00, 10 miles SE of Guildford at GU6 8JR, TQ04813606. From A281 Horsham Rd, turn east into Wildwood Lane (note
signpost for Cranleigh Rugby Club); after 500yds (passing Rugby Club on left), turn right into the parking area.

Requirements: Boots, lunch, close-focusing binoculars. Booking is not required. If bad weather a postponement notice will be
posted on BC Surrey branch website.

Saturday, 14 Sep 2024 - Runnymede, Surrey

Leader/Contact: Sue Webber / David Hepper, Hants & Surrey Borders Group, 07768 452365
Email: hsbg@british-dragonflies.org.uk / 07768 452365

Aims: For details, please see the BDS Events page on our website.

Meet: 10:30 tbc.

Requirements: Good boots (not wellies). Lunch.

Courses, Training and other events:

20th - 21st July 2024 - Introduction to Dragonflies and Damselflies, Preston Montford Field Centre. Organised by the Field
Studies Council and taught by Sue Rees Evans. Booking required.

7th September 2024 - Identification of Dragonfly Larvae and Exuviae, Preston Montford Field Centre. Organised by the Field
Studies Council and taught by Sue Rees Evans. Booking required.

Yorkshire Dragonfly Group will have a stand at the following events:
20th April - Ryedale Fair, Pickering

9th June - Tophill Low Nature Reserve Wildlife Day, Driffield

30th June - Stillingfleet Lodge Gardens Wildlife Day, York

Pleas see our website for full details and more events: https://british-dragonflies.org.uk/news-
events/our-events/
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BDS Business Update

Minutes of the 7th CIO BDS AGM held on 18th November at Brackenhurst Campus, Nottingham Trent University
1. Notice for this AGM had been published in Dragonfly News (DN) No 83.
2. Jess Slight agreed to take the minutes.

3. Minutes of the 6th CIO BDS AGM as published in Dragonfly News 82 were accepted as a true and accurate
record.

4. Apologies for absence were received from Carolyn Cooksey, Mike Dilger, Andrea Hudspeth, Mike Parr and
Marian Parr.

5. One minute’s silence was observed for deceased members.
6. Greetings were sent to our patron Sir David Attenborough and Honorary members.
7. Reports from Trustees:

Chair’s Report 2023
A. A huge thank you to Brian Walker who stood down as Chair at the beginning of the year but has stayed on as
Treasurer.
B. Thank you to Mike Lehane who has resigned as Trustee and to Peter Brown who has stepped down from
managing the Shop but remains on the Trustee Board.
C. The society has moved over to a CRM system (Beacon) to help manage our Membership and Volunteer data
much more efficiently.
D. Jess Slight has joined the Staff Team as Membership and Operations Officer.
E. 2 Hotspots were launched in 2023; Panshanger Park and London Wetlands Centre.
F. The BDS E-Newsletter continues to grow and is currently at 3,500 subscribers.
G. Conservation highlights:
a. Review of Red List.
b. Continuing work in Scotland to create and restore habitat.
¢. White-faced Darter introductions/reintroductions.
H. Membership rates will increase in April 2024 and there will be an option to pay by Direct Debit.

Secretary’s Report
A. Membership has increased slightly and is currently just under 2000.
B. Trustees have held 4 meetings since the last AGM on zoom and one in-person at Paxton Pits.
C. A number of meetings have been held to progress strategy, communications and our safeguarding policy.
D. One Trustee has resigned this year in accordance with our Constitution. Brian and Tim are standing for re-
election.
a. There was a unanimous vote to re-elect Brian Walker and Tim Coleshaw as Trustees.
E. We will be shortly looking to recruit for 3 new Trustees, specifically a Treasurer and somebody based in
Scotland.

Treasurer’s report
The full report of accounts are available on the website and copies are available at reception today.
A. Total income £167,872
B. We have received a large legacy of £160,000 which leaves the society on very firm footing.
C. Thisis our 3rd year of funding from John Ellerman (£25k) and Scottish Volunteer Project (2 x £6.5k)
D. Donations from members towards Hotspots continue and will allow improvements at existing Hotspots.
E. Reserves are relatively high, we have attempted to run this down so that funds do not sit idle and can be
utilised.
a. There was a unanimous vote to approve the financial report.

AOB
There being no other business the meeting was closed at 13:00
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Income for 2022/23 was slightly lower than in the previous
year. The similar totals hide the fact that legacy income in
2022/23 was much lower while grant income was higher
with membership income also slightly higher. Like many
other charities, income from legacies has become an
important source of funds but it varies considerably from £164.6k
year to year and is unpredictable. Expenditure was 14%
higher in 2022/23 than in the previous year. The main
driver for this was increased project expenditure linked
to our grant funding, together with higher staff costs and
expenses, due to inflation and a higher level of activity.
® Subscriptions Grants
The overall result was a small deficit in 2022/23.
Our net assets at the end of the year were £263k
representing about 19 months expenditure. Because of
the unpredictable nature of legacy income the Trustees E;{pe nditure 2022;’23
consider that it is prudent to hold reserves equivalent
to around 12 to 15 months of expenditure and plan to
invest a proportion of reserves to develop our activities
in accordance with the Strategy that we have developed.
However, this will be done prudently to ensure good value

Donations and Legacies » Sales and Interest

for money.
£167.9k
The pie charts show a breakdown of income and
expenditure into broad categories. Apart from the changes
already mentioned the splits are similar to the position in
previous years. Full accounts are available on our website.
m Staff and expenses Direct Project

Publications and Events = Central

Annual Meeting 2024

The Autumn Meeting and Annual General Meeting of the
British Dragonfly Society will be held:
Saturday 16th November 2024 & B E
Glamorgan Building, Cardiff University, CF10 3WT f _

Join us for a day of celebrating dragonflies and the work
of BDS staff and volunteers. With lots of brilliant talks o
about current projects and dragonfly research as well as a e |
chance to network with other dragonfly enthusiasts. Make > “
sure to save the date! /-"’f

How to book and further details will be added to the 7
event page of our website in the coming months. We look 7
forward to seeing you there.

© Louise Moon
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Please submit records directly through iRecord or send them in bulk to the local County Dragonfly Recorder for upload.

BDS RECORDING SCHEME

Vice-County

| County Recorder

Contact details

ENGLAND AND WALES

1. West Cornwall
(with Scilly)

Steve Jones *

Herland Bungalow, Godolphin Cross, Helston, Cornwall, TR13 9RL
01736 762976. aparthenope@aol.com

2. East Cornwall
3. South Devon Dave Smallshire 8 Twindle Beer, Chudleigh, Newton Abbot, TQ13 0JP
4. North Devon 01626 853393. davesmalls@btinternet.com
5. South Somerset Chris lles Arborfield, Holcombe Hill, Holcombe, Radstock, Somerset BA3 5DN
6. North Somerset 01761 239092. kifill22@hotmail.com
7. North Wiltshire

! I Rosie Ray 07970 875155. rosiehams@yahoo.co.uk
8. South Wiltshire

Ground floor flat, 15 Lytton Road, Bournemouth, BH1 4SH

9. Dorset Andrew Brown 07891 573267. brown_a_r@yahoo.co.uk

’

Website: www.dorsetdragonflies.org.uk / Facebook: ‘Dorset Dragonflies

10. Isle of Wight

Jim Baldwin

Alma, St. Johns Road, Wroxall, Ventnor, Isle of Wight, PO38 3EH
01983 853580. wightdragonflies@gmail.com

11. South Hampshire

12. North Hampshire

Phil Young

Medstead, nr. Alton, Hampshire. ygphil21@gmail.com

13. West Sussex

14. East Sussex

Simon Linington

Simon Linington - 01273 400419. liningtons@gmail.com
Website: sussexdragonflies.org.uk

15. East Kent

Marc Heath 07834 280205. heathym007@aol.com
16. West Kent
17. Surrey?! Linda Pryke 07931 873745. linda@pryke.net
18. South Essex! oL ) -
19, North Essex Neil Phillips neil_fal@yahoo.com / @uk_wildlife
. 62c High Street, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire EN8 OAH
1 ’ 7
20. Hertfordshire Roy Woodward 07855 567332. roykwoodward@outlook.com *
21. Middlesex? Linda Pryke See 17. Surrey
22 Berkshirel Des Sussex 14 School Hill, Sandhurst, Berkshire GU47 8LD

01344 772000 / 07958 080057. dsussexl4@outlook.com

23. Oxfordshire!

Stephen Burch

stephen_burchemail@yahoo.co.uk Website: www.stephenburch.com

74 Holland Way, Newport Pagnell, Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK16 OLW

24. Buckingh hi Alan Nel
uckinghamshire anfieison bucksdragonflies@googlemail.com
25. East Suffolk . 10 Orchard Way, Barrow, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP29 5BX
Adrian Parr . .
26. West Suffolk 01284 810 465. adrian.parr@btinternet.com
27. East Norfolk Pam Tavior Decoy Farm, Decoy Rd, Potter Heigham, Norfolk, NR29 5LX
28. West Norfolk 4 01692 670 311. pam.taylor@british-dragonflies.org.uk
29. Cambridgeshire Val Perrin valperrin@aol.com
. . 25 Alwins Field, Leighton Buzzard, LU7 2UF
30. Bedfordshire Rory Morrisey 01525 372477. dragonflies@bnhs.org.uk
31. Huntingdonshire Val Perrin See VC 29, above
8 Warwick Close, Raunds, Wellingborough, Northants, NN9 6JH
32. Northamptonshire | Mark Tyrrell 01933 389 748. mark.p.tyrrell@ntlworld.com

Website: www.northantsdragonflies.blogspot.co.uk

33. E. Gloucestershire

34. W. Gloucestershire

Richard Mundy

glos.dragonflies@gmail.com

35. Monmouthshire!

Steve Preddy

07989 870508. steve.preddy@me.com

36. Herefordshire Chris Harris 07779 339887. chris@cjhgraphics.co.uk
. . . 49 James Road, Kidderminster, Worcs, DY10 2TR
37. Worcestershire Mike Averill 01562 638571. mike.averill@blueyonder.co.uk
38. Warwickshire Mick Schilling mick.schilling@outlook.com / www.warwickshire-dragonflies.org.uk
39. Staffordshire Dave Jackson 07940 826671. jacksongrus@talktalk.net

40. Shropshire

Sue Rees Evans

Tel: 01743 354507. suereesevans75@gmail.com
Website: shropshiredragonflies.co.uk

41. Glamorganshire!

Mike Powell

87 Coed Glas Road, Llanishen, Cardiff, CF14 5EL
029 2076 2182. Mike.powell2011@btinternet.com

42. Breconshirel!

Keith Noble

25 Belle Vue Gardens, Brecon, LD3 7NY
01874 620133. knoble.kn@btinternet.com

1
W
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43. Radnorshire!

Bob Dennison

Tyddyn Clyd, Crossgates, Llandrindod Wells, Powys, LD1 6RP
01597 850301.

44. Carmarthenshire!

45. Pembrokeshire?!

Stephen Coker

Mountain Grove, Clarbeston Road, Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire, SA63 4SG
01437 563 566. stephen.coker@live.co.uk

46. Cardiganshire!

Lin Gander

Penwalk Llechryd, Cardigan Ceredigian, SA43 2PS
01239 682405. Lingander@strandings.com

47. Montgomeryshirel

Anne Coker

Mountain Grove, Clarbeston Road, Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire, SA63 4SG
01437 563 566. stephen.coker@live.co.uk

48. Merionethshire! to
52. Anglesey?!

Allan Brandon

Bryn Heilyn, Rowen, Conwy LL32 8YT
allanrowenconwy@sky.com
Website: www.cofnod.org.uk/news (and search 'dragonfly newsletter' —issue 100 is year 2019)

53. South Lincolnshire

Dean Roizer

Dykeside, 112 Starlode Drove, West Pinchbeck, PE11 3TD
07806 822036. dean@roizer.com

54. North Lincolnshire

Fiona McKenna

57 Park Avenue, Washingborough, Lincolnshire, LN4 1DB
07854 114068. fiona.mckenna@rocketmail.com

55. Leicestershire
(with Rutland)

lan Merrill

125 Church Lane, Whitwick, Coalville, Leicestershire, LE67 5DP
01530 815886. i.merrill@btopenworld.com

56. Nottinghamshire

57. Derbyshire

Chris Bradbury

24 New England Way, Pleasley, Mansfield, Nottinghamshire, NG19 7SL
01623 237884. mail@chrisbradbury.com

58. Cheshire & Wirral

John Roberts

01829 733140/ 07775 706838. cheshiredragonflies@outlook.com

59. South Lancashire

60. West Lancashire

Steve White

0151 707 2744 (daytime). stevewhite1l02@btinternet.com

61. S.E. Yorkshire

Martin Roberts

48 Stratford Way, Huntington, York YO32 9YW
01904 761918. vcel@yorkshiredragonflies.org.uk Fb: 'yorkshiredragonflies'

62. N.E. Yorkshire

Keith Gittens

Sunnybank, Low Street, Husthwaite. York. YO61 4QA.
01347 868606. brilliantemerald@btinternet.com

63. S.W. Yorkshire

Alistair McLean

Museums Sheffield, Weston Park, Western Bank, Sheffield, S10 2TP
0114 278 2648. alistair.mclean@museums-sheffield.org.uk

64. Mid-west Yorkshire

Simon Joseph

11 Sandholme Villas, Earby, Yorkshire, BB18 6NF
07972 054098. simonjoseph1967 @sky.com

65. N.W. Yorkshire

Keith Gittens

As V(62

66. County Durham

Michael Coates

07715 160644. michaelbds@zohomail.com

67.S. Northumberland

68. N. Northumberland

Michael Gardner

11 East Law, Consett, County Durham, DH8 0QJ
07340 456809. vc67dragonflies@gmail.com

69. Westmorland

70. Cumberland

David Clarke

Burnfoot, Cumwhitton, Brampton, Cumbria, CA8 9EX
01228 560117. davidclarke6970@gmail.com

71. Isle of Man

Pete Hadfield

07624 471794. iomodonl@gmail.com

SCOTLAND
72. Dumfrieshire to
112. Shetland, except:

Pat Batty

Kirnan Farm, Kilmichael Glen, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8QL
01546 605 316. dragonfly.batty@gmail.com

95. Moray

Stephen Corcoran

07957 696971. stephenjcorcoran@hotmail.com

111. Orkney

Graeme Walker

azurehawker@aol.com

113. Channel Isles

Jersey Biodiversity C.

01534 633393. jbc@societe-jersiaise.org / jerseybiodiversitycentre.org.je

Guernsey BRC

01481 715799. gsybiorecords@gmail.com * / www.biologicalrecordscentre.gov.gg

Alderney WT

admin@alderneywildlife.org / www.alderneywildlife.org

NORTHERN IRELAND

Damian McFerran

National Museums Northern Ireland, Cultra, Holywood, Co. Down, BT18 OEU

and EIRE Fb: ‘Dragonfly Ireland’ / Web: www.nmni.com/CEDaR/CEDaR-submitting-records.aspx
Migrant Dragonfly Adrian Parr 10 Orchard Way, Barrow, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP29 5BX
Project 01284 810 465. adrian.parr@btinternet.com

RECORDS OFFICER

David Hepper

12 Three Stiles Road, Farnham, Surrey, GU9 7DE
01252 721053. records@british-dragonflies.org.uk

1 Don't worry about county boundary changes! Once records have a grid reference they will be seen by the correct CDR for verification.

*Indicates that the CDR or the asterisked details have been updated recently.

I Do not distribute this list outside BDS. Some details above are privileged. Public info is on the BDS website on page About > CDRs.

Amendments or corrections? Please contact the BDS Records Officer, David Hepper: records@british-dragonflies.org.uk
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Checklist of the Damselflies & Dragonflies of Britain & Ireland
Last Revision: 11/8/20. The sequence and nomenclature follow Schorr and Paulson, July 2013:
http.//www.pugetsound.edu/academics/academic-resources/slater-museum/biodiversity-resources/dragonflies/world-

o%nata-/lst

Table 1. Category A: resident and/or regular migrant species recorded since 2000
This category comprises species with well-established breeding populations and migrant species that have
been recorded regularly since 2000, the latter often attempting to establish temporary breeding populations.

ZYGOPTERA

Lestidae
Chalcolestes viridis

Lestes barbarus

Lestes dryas

Lestes sponsa
Calopterygidae
Calopteryx splendens
Calopteryx virgo
Platycnemididae

Platycnemis pennipes
Coenagrionidae

Ceriagrion tenellum

Coenagrion hastulatum
Coenagrion lunulatum
Coenagrion mercuriale
Coenagrion puella
Coenagrion pulchellum
Coenagrion scitulum
Enallagma cyathigerum
Erythromma najas
Erythromma viridulum
Ischnura elegans
Ischnura pumilio
Pyrrhosoma nymphula
ANISOPTERA
Aeshnidae

Aeshna affinis

Aeshna caerulea
Aeshna cyanea
Aeshna grandis
Aeshna isoceles
Aeshna juncea
Aeshna mixta

Damselflies

Emerald Damselflies
Willow Emerald Damselfly

Southern Emerald Damselfly

Scarce Emerald Damselfly
Emerald Damselfly

Banded Demoiselle
Beautiful Demoiselle

White-legged Damselfly

Small Red Damselfly

Northern Damselfly

Irish Damselfly

Southern Damselfly
Azure Damselfly

Variable Damselfly
Dainty Damselfly
Common Blue Damselfly
Red-eyed Damselfly
Small Red-eyed Damselfly
Blue-tailed Damselfly
Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly
Large Red Damselfly
Dragonflies

Hawkers

Southern Migrant Hawker
Azure Hawker

Southern Hawker

Brown Hawker

Norfolk Hawker

Common Hawker
Migrant Hawker

ANISOPTERA (cont'd)
Anax ephippiger

Anax imperator

Anax parthenope

Brachytron pratense

Gomphidae

Gomphus vulgatissimus
Cordulegastridae
Cordulegaster boltonii
Corduliidae

Cordulia aenea

Somatochlora arctica
Somatochlora metallica

Libellulidae

Leucorrhinia dubia
Libellula depressa
Libellula fulva

Libellula quadrimaculata
Orthetrum cancellatum
Orthetrum coerulescens
Sympetrum danae
Sympetrum fonscolombii
Sympetrum sanguineum
Sympetrum striolatum *

Dragonflies (cont'd)
Vagrant Emperor
Emperor Dragonfly
Lesser Emperor

Hairy Dragonfly

Common Clubtail

Golden-ringed Dragonfly
Emeralds
Downy Emerald

Northern Emerald

Brilliant Emerald
Darters, Chasers,
Skimmers
White-faced Darter
Broad-bodied Chaser
Scarce Chaser
Four-spotted Chaser
Black-tailed Skimmer
Keeled Skimmer
Black Darter
Red-veined Darter
Ruddy Darter
Common Darter

* - includes dark specimens in the north-west, formerly treated as a separate species Sympetrum nigrescens Highland

Darter

Table 2. Category B: vagrant species
Since 1998 records of these species have been assessed by the Odonata Rarities Committee.

ZYGOPTERA
Lestidae

Sympecma fusca

ANISOPTERA

Aeshnidae
Anax junius
Gomphidae

Stylurus flavipes

Corduliidae
Somatochlora

flavomaculata
** - has bred.

42

Damselflies
Emerald Damselflies

Winter Damselfly

Dragonflies

Hawkers
Green Darner

River (Yellow-legged) Clubtail

Yellow-spotted Emerald

1 - has bred in the Channel Islands.

ANISOPTERA (cont'd)

Libellulidae

Leucorrhinia pectoralis

Crocothemis erythraea t
Pantala flavescens
Sympetrum flaveolum **
Sympetrum

pedemontanum
Sympetrum vulgatum

Dragonflies (cont'd)

Darters, Chasers,
Skimmers

Large White-faced
Darter

Scarlet Darter
Wandering Glider
Yellow-winged Darter

Banded Darter
Vagrant Darter
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Table 3. Category C: former breeding species now locally extinct in the UK
Any further records of these species will be assessed by the Odonata Rarities Committee.

ZYGOPTERA Damselflies ANISOPTERA Dragonflies
Coenagrionidae Family uncertain Emeralds
Coenagrion armatum Norfolk Damselfly Oxygastra curtisii Orange-spotted Emerald

Table 4. Category D: species recorded only in the Channel Islands

ANISOPTERA Dragonflies

Orthetrum brunneum Southern Skimmer
Sympetrum meridionale ~ Southern Darter

Table 5. Category E: exotic species introduced accidentally
These records have come principally from aquatic nurseries (Parr, 2000).

ZYGOPTERA Damselflies ANISOPTERA Dragonflies

Argia fumipennis Variable Dancer Anax gibbosulus Green Emperor

Cer.lag rion Painted Waxtail Anax guttatus Lesser Green Emperor

cerinorubellum

Enallagma signatum Orange Bluet Crocothemis servilia Oriental Scarlet

Ischnura posita Fragile Forktail Erythemis simplicicollis Eastern Pondhawk

Ischnura senegalensis Marsh Bluetail Rhodothemis rufa Spine-legged Redbolt
Tramea transmarina

Ocean Glider
euryale

Urothemis bisignata

Guidelines for Contributors

All material should be sent to the Editor at the email address on the inside front cover. If in doubt, please
contact the Editor to discuss potential contributions and for advice on presentation and format. By
contributing to Dragonfly News you give permission for the work to be used in other ways with the
same attribution including reproduction on the BDS website. All contributions on any aspect of the
British and Irish dragonfly fauna are welcome for consideration at any time. Contributions on continental
European and other species are also considered for inclusion. Contributions by naturalists based in
Britain or Ireland travelling overseas are also welcome.

Articles requesting information or providing news of forthcoming events are welcome. The editor is
happy to receive material by email, preferably in Ms Word (doc file extension) or txt format. Typed
material requiring rekeying is less welcome (unless very short!) but will still be considered. The Editor
reserves the right to make changes without prior reference to the author, but will endeavor to contact
the author if a lot of editing is required. Please provide contact details with anything you send and note
the copy deadlines printed on inside front cover if you want something to appear in a particular issue.
Photographs should be high quality jpg format with the quality setting at its highest; please do not
embed in a document as this compromises quality. Please use a file sharing service such as Dropbox or
WeTransfer to send large files. Thank you.
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New! BDS Teemill Shop

Official BDS merchandise now available on our
Teemill shop

To visit our Teemill Shop and see the whole range,
scan the QR code or visit:
www.british-dragonfly-society.teemill.com

Species include; Banded Demoiselle, Broad-bodied Chaser, Emperor Dragonfly and

Four-spotted Chaser. _, P




