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Glamorgan VC41
by Mike Powell

There were only t wo significant records for VC41 in 2023 in what was otherwise an average
year. Recording effort was much reduced overall.

The two records in question are:

1 October 2023 Vagrant Emperor at Fall Bay, Gower recorded and photographed by Gwyn
Thomas.

140ctober 2023, Vagrant Emperor at Dinas Powys recorded and photographed by Hilary May.

Dead Vagrant Emperor found near garden pond by Hilary May
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Vagrant Emperor found at high tide mark by Gwyn Thomas



Monmouthshire VC35
by Steve Preddy

The great work everyone put in last year recording dragonflies across the county meant that
the atlas maps we put online just last year were already looking quite out of date. Generating
new maps is quite a labour -intensive process, but it's been worth it and new maps for all 33
species are now online at the British Dragonfly Society website ; they give a much better
indication of where each species is found. At the end of this report are the before and after
maps combining all records of all species, which shows just how much progress was made last
year. We have six years left to go in our atlas project, so there's plenty of time to make these
maps even more complete.

If anyone would like some suggestions for targeted recording to do this coming  season, here
are some thoughts. . .

We still have a lot to discover about our riverine species, as the discoveries of Common
Clubtail at Govilon and Skenfrith last year showed. From the middle of May onwards this
species will be emerging on the Wye and the Monnow it would be good to know if it is still
present in all the areas it has been recorded in historically. The Govilon sighting hints at the
possibility of a population on the Usk too. There are many stretches of the Usk which have not
been visited for dragonfly rec ording, so it could easily be there undetected. While surveying
for this species, there's the opportunity to fill in gaps on the map for Banded Demoiselleand
Beautiful Demoiselle White-legged Damselfly, and also Redeyed Damselfly which has been
recorded in localised areas on the Wye. There are lots of stretches of faster  -flowing rivers in
the county which haven't been visited and where Beautiful Demoiselleand Goldenringed
Dragonfly are likely to occur.

On our upland moorland sites, we have good populations of Black Darter, Common Hawker,
Keeled Skimmerand Scarce Bluetailed Damselfly, and a variety of other species . However,
there are historical sites for these species which have not been visited r ecently, so searches
away from the regularly -visited sites would be very worthwhile.

Our small population of Brown Hawker is slowly expanding and searches for this species in the
north -west could locate more new sites.

Our knowledge of the distribution of dragonflies on the Levels is improving, but there are still
gaps where no-one has recorded dragonflies recently. S ome of these areas may be
genuinely dragonfly -free zones; the Levels are not uniformly species -rich as intensive
agriculture has wiped out dragonfly populations in many places, but there are stil | areas that
are under -explored. Mysteries to solve include: is Ruddy Darterreally absent from the
western Levels, is Blacktailed Skimmer really missing from the east, and is the apparent
decline in Large Red Damselflyreal? There are many areas to be re -surveyed for Hairy
Dragonfly, and the inconspicuous Variable Damselfly is very likely to occur at more sites than
those we currently know about.

Finally, there are many areas of the county without any dragonfly records at all, or with only
old records. If anyone would like a map of their part of the county showing rivers and ponds
which we don't have records from, please get in touch (Steve.Preddy@me.com, 07989 870 508
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and | can send you one. Localised species such as Four-spotted Chaser and Emerald
Damselfly are likely to be more common in the county than our current records indicate and
visits to unexplored sit es are a good way to find these species and more.

The British Dragonfly Society has made sane funds available to enable a Recorder Support
Sheme to be set up. The funds will be used to help with travel costs for visits to under -
recorded parts of the count y. Anyone wishing to make use of the scheme will need to commit
to visiting at least five unrecorded sites (but don't worry, we have a long list of these to

choose from, and they cover most parts of the county). If this is something which interests

you, please get in touch.

After our firsttwo Southern Migrant Hawkers, at Llandegfedd reservoir and Goldcliff nature
reserve in 2019, it is perhaps surprising that none were seen in the subsequent three years.
However, last summer saw our third and fourth record s, both from the Gwent Levels. In
August, Phil James found one at Goldcliff and Tom Chinnick found one at Uskmouth. The
Goldcliff individual was particularly interesting as it was a female of the blue morph, which

had not prev iously been recorded in Britai n (one of Phil's photos is included below). More
details on these two dragonflies, and other rare visitors back as far as 1995, can be found on
the Rarities section of the website .

Llandegfedd reservoir is the largest single still water body in the county, but we have
comparatively few dragonfly records from the site. The site's potential is indicated by the fact
that it was where our first Southern Migrant Hawker was found by Gavin Vella in 2019.
However, only nine species have been recorded there during our atlas period so far

(Common Blue Damselfly Blue-tailed Damselfly, Large Red Damselfly Southern Hawkerand
Migrant Hawker, Emperor and Golden-ringed Dragonfl y, Blacktailed Skimmer and Common
Darter), although four other species have been recorded there in the past (  Azure Damselfly,
Emerald Damselfly, Banded Demoiselleand Broad-bodied Chaser). If anyone would like to visit
the reservoir this year to survey it more thoroughly for dragonflies, I'd be keen to hear from
you.

Our first breeding records of Lesser Emperor, where taken at Wentwood reservoir with Lucy
Arnold -Matthews and Ollie Jenkins-Boobyer in 2023 I've now written an article on this, which is
illustrated with the excellent photo below taken the same day by Lee Gregory. This is a species
which is expanding its range and is very likely to be found at further sites (previous records

are from Ynys -y-Fro reservoirs and Lamby Lake, so your best chance of finding one is to
search one of the county's larger waterbodies ... an incentive for anyone considerin g taking
a look at Llandegfedd perhaps?)

The ongoing colonisation of the county by Small Redeyed Damsdfly took more leaps forward
in 2023. The mapprovided below shows the sites where it has now occurred. It is now more
common and widespread than Redeyed Damselflyand is no longer confined to the south and
east of the county, with new sites being found i n the uplands around Blaenavon and
Brynmawr, and at many new sites in between. This is not a species which needs particularly
large or high -quality water bodies; it occurs at small farm ponds, and at Ponthir reservoir, for
example, so it is very likely that there are many more sites waiting to be discovered.

One other piece of information which emerged this year is that Small Redeyed Damselfly was
recorded by David Gibbs at Newport Docks in 2015 as part of ecological survey work on some
ponds there (the ponds no longer exist, as the land has been develope d). Previously, it had
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been thought that Tara Okon's discovery of this species at Newport Wetlands in 2017
represented our first, so that now becomes our se cond record.

In researching sites to visit for dragon fly recording as part of the ¢ ounty atlas project, it
became apparent that there is no comprehensive list of ponds and lakes in Monmouthshire.
So, as a parallel project, we've started to compile one. O rdnance Survey maps and Google
Earth are good sources of information about the locations of ponds and lakes in the county,
and this has yielded a list of over 800 possible candidates so far. Once a site has been visited,
it is added to the inventory with s ome basic details (the location, the size, the date the
waterbody was confirmed to still exist and so on). An initial inventory will be issued once it
contains a good number of sites, hopefully at some point later this year, and then it will be
periodicall y updated with further sites as more are visited.

One of the pieces of information included in the species accounts on the website is the first
known record of each species from the county, but | thought it would also be of interest to list
them together in one place. If you know of an earlier record of any of these species, please
let me know.

English name | Scientific name | Date Location Observer
Hairy Brachytron An unspecified Marshfield, on the F. Norton
Dragonfly pratense date in 1929 western Gwent Levels
Common Sympetrum An unspecified | The Newport area J. L. Jones
Darter striolatum date in 1949
Ruddy Darter | Sympetrum An unspecified | The Newport area J. L. Jones

sanguineum date in 1949
Beautiful Calopteryx virgo | An unspecified Devauden, near P. C. Webb
Demoiselle date in 1961 Chepstow
Large Red Pyrrhosoma An unspecified Penffordd -goch Pond| D. Griffiths
Damselfly nymphula date in 1961 (Keepercs F

the Blorenge
Common Aeshna juncea An unspecified Penffordd -goch Pond| D. Griffiths
Hawker date in 1961 (Keeperés F
the Blorenge

Blue-tailed Ischnura An unspecified Magor Marsh K. Hallet
Damselfly elegans date in 1965
Common Enallagma An unspecified | Magor P. C. Webb
Blue cyathigerum date in 1966
Damselfly
Southern Aeshna cyanea | An unspecified Magor P. C. Webb

Hawker date in 1966
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Chepstow
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The sharp-eyed among you will notice one species missing from the table above: Small Red
Damselfly (Ceriagrion tenellum ). As part of an investigation into the status of this species UK -
wide, all historical Monmouth shire records are being reviewed, and so far, we haven't yet
found any evidence that this species has been reliably recorded in the county. At present, it's
still included in our county list ... but perhaps not for much longer.

I'm happy to receive your r ecords via any method which suits you; it's better to receive a
record than not to receive it. The iRecord system is my preferred method. If you'd like to use
iRecord, please go to https://irecord.org.uk/ _and create an account. I'm more than happy to
show you how to use it over a video conference, or in person if you live somewhere within

easy reach.

Best wishes for the coming season.
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Map of Monmouthshire Dragonfly records up to  April 2023
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Female (blue colour morph) Southern Migrant Hawker at Goldcliff by Phil James

Male Lesser Emperor at Wentwood by Lee Gregory.



