BRITISH DRAGONFLY SOCIETY – FIELD MEETINGS
RISK ASSESSMENT GUIDANCE FOR COVID-19 (2021)
· At all times, BDS Field Meetings (hereafter called events) must comply with the current Covid-19 restrictions applicable to the date and location of the event. Field meetings are those events where the activities are wholly in the open air.
· Participant numbers should be limited to 12 to reduce the risks of Covid-19 spread. BDS suggests an ideal number might be 6 participants to each co-leader.

· Booking for the event should be essential and the BDS event leader must be provided with the names and contact details of all participants, not just the main person making the booking. These details will only be used for contacting participants in relation to Covid and other essential information directly related to the event that has been booked and should not be kept longer than is necessary for this purpose.
· If any booked participant develops symptoms of Covid prior to the event then they must cancel their place and inform the event leader.
· If anyone at the event becomes ill with symptoms of Covid-19 and subsequently tests positive for the virus within 14 days of the end of the event, then the BDS event leader must be informed immediately. This is so that appropriate action can be taken and all those concerned can be notified.

· The Health and Safety briefing at the start of the event should include reminders about social distancing and hand sanitising, as well as information about letting the BDS know if anyone becomes ill with Covid-19 within 14 days. This is in addition to the usual briefing points.

· Participants should be asked to bring their own hand sanitiser, in case of need, although the event leader should also carry a supply.
	HAZARD
	RISK
	RISK LEVEL
	ACTIONS

	Airborne contamination 
	· Virus spread between participants from different households.
· Virus spread between event leaders and participants.
	Low
	· Maintain social distancing between those of different households (at least 1m).
· Try to avoid narrow paths and similar constrictions that push people closer together. If it is possible to do so, leaders should plan a route that avoids any area where crowding is inevitable. If such places cannot be avoided, then leaders should ensure that time spent in such areas is minimised.
· If necessary, sub-divide large groups between different co-leaders.

· Advise against clustering around points of interest. Instead event leaders should try to manage a turn-by-turn viewing.

	Contact contamination
	· Virus spread between participants from different households.

· Virus spread between event leaders and participants.
	Low
	· Participants and event leaders from different households should not share food, drink, or equipment etc.

· If sharing equipment or touching of other surfaces, for example a gate or stile, is necessary, then use hand sanitiser as appropriate.

· People from different households should maintain social distancing and agree who will sit where if a rest stop is made.
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