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Appointment of Trustees 
The Chairman, Vice-Chairman and the four ordinary members shall each be elected for a 
period of four years. The Secretary, Treasurer, and the Convenor of the Dragonfly 
Conservation group shall be appointed by the Trustees for a period of four years and are 
then ex-officio members of the Board. The four ordinary members shall retire in rotation 
and are not immediately eligible for re-election. 
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The Bankers of the Trust are Lloyds TSB. 
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Front: Male Black Darter, Sympetrun danae, seen at Thursley Common in Surrey © Henry Curry 
Back: Common Darter, Sympetrum striolatum, posing on the new BDS baseball cap © Dave Smallshire 
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Chairman’s Introduction 
 

The British Dragonfly Society (BDS) made substantial progress during the time covered 
by this report and has moved forward plans that will both enable the Society to reach a 
wider audience and increase its ability to promote dragonfly conservation. During this 
year there have been two staff changes, but both have brought the BDS new expertise.  
 
Caroline Daguet, our second Conservation Officer, emigrated to Canada in early May and 
was replaced by Katharine Parkes, who joined us from the World Land Trust. Our Key 
Sites Project Officer, Graham French, left in September for a permanent post with the 
NBN Trust, but has continued to work closely with the BDS from the opposite side of the 
data process. Stephen Prentice was employed as Dragonflies in Focus (DiF) Project 
Officer in September 2007 to continue and extend the data handling role of the BDS 
started by Graham French.  
 
We have now secured funding for both our Conservation Officer and our Dragonflies in 
Focus Officer until 2010, but we continue to seek further funding to make these posts 
permanent if possible. We are grateful to Natural England, Environment Agency, Esmée 
Fairbairn Foundation, Scottish Natural Heritage, Countryside Council for Wales, Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency and Zeiss, for their continuing support of our officers. 
 
One of the main outcomes of the DiF project will be a new national atlas scheduled for 
publication in 2013. First planning steps towards this atlas were made at a Dragonfly 
Recording Network (DRN) meeting in April 2007 when initial ideas for renewed field 
data collection were discussed and it was decided that data collection should be 
concentrated from 2008-2012. Only by knowing where our dragonfly species are can we 
act to protect them. Up-to-date information about species abundance, species diversity, 
range changes and key breeding sites will enable the BDS to provide conservation and 
management advice from a sound foundation.  
 
A full revision of the Odonata Red Data List was completed by the Dragonfly 
Conservation Group of the BDS for expected publication by JNCC during mid-2007. 
This project highlighted gaps in the DRN dataset that we now plan to fill during the 
course of the DiF project. Unfortunately, publication of the Red Data List has been 
delayed until 2008 by JNCC. However, an earlier article about the list did appear in the 
Journal of the British Dragonfly Society summarising its key points. 
 
The BDS continues to attend various wildlife, countryside and other public events around 
the country. Katharine Parkes and Stephen Prentice frequently represent the BDS at these 
events, but BDS Trustees and other volunteers often attend those in their local area. 
During 2007 the BDS once again had a stand at the three-day British Birdwatching Fair 
at Rutland Water, as well as at more regional events such as Wild about Norfolk, Thames 
Festival in London and the Dragonfly Day at the Centre for Alternative Technology at 
Machynlleth in Wales. These events, and numerous others like them, allow the BDS to 
give advice to the general public, raise awareness about dragonfly conservation, and 
renew contact with our BDS membership. 
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Dragonfly recording can now be taken to the next level following publication by the BDS 
of a new guide to larvae and exuviae. This first volume covers dragonflies whilst the 
companion volume planned for 2009 will cover the more difficult damselflies. Both are 
under the authorship of Steve Cham, voluntary national Dragonfly Recording Network  
co-ordinator for the BDS.  
 
The BDS is indebted to the late Elsie Eyres, who sadly passed away in 2007. Though 
unable to be an active member, she nevertheless took great delight in the publications and 
had a keen interest in the activities and progress of the Society. In her Will, Elsie left a 
significant legacy to the Society, and we are very grateful to her. 
 

1. The Society  
The Society shall be called the ‘British Dragonfly Society’. It is a non-profit making 
Society with no political convictions. 
 

2. Objectives of the Society  
The aims of the Society are to promote and encourage the study and conservation of 
Odonata and their natural habitats, especially in the United Kingdom. 
 

3. Trustees’ Report  
Aims of study and conservation 
Study of the requirements of each individual species of dragonfly is an essential 
ingredient of all conservation measures. To this end, one of the Society’s principle 
activities is concerned with increasing its corporate knowledge, by carrying out surveys, 
surveillance of sites, and by attempting to determine the habitat requirements of each of 
our resident species. Following on from this, we aim to share the knowledge gained with 
as many as possible of those whose job it is to take care of the environment. This is 
achieved both through direct contact and through public events, other meetings and 
publicity in the national press. 
 

Meetings 
We hold one main indoor meeting a year, the Members’ Day, at which members and 
guest speakers show digital presentations, slides, videos and cine’ film on various 
odonatological subjects. These meetings are not confined to members of the Society and 
guests are welcomed at all of our meetings. Through publicising the existence and work 
of the Society we aim to become the obvious and automatic source of information and 
advice on all odonatological matters.  
 
Another way of sharing knowledge is by organising field meetings in as many different 
parts of the country as possible and, during the past year, nearly thirty such meetings took 
place throughout England and Scotland.  
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The Dragonfly Conservation Group  
The Dragonfly Conservation Group (DCG) of the Society enables us to act nationally as 
advisors on odonatological matters, to take part in projects and to promote conservation 
activities that will benefit dragonflies and their habitats. The DCG works closely with the 
Society’s two members of staff, dragonfly recorders, conservation agencies and NGOs. It 
oversees data collection, grant administration and co-ordinates consultation responses. 
DCG members are drawn from a wide geographical area within Great Britain and 
represent a diverse range of conservation, research and educational backgrounds. 
 
During the past year the DCG has been involved with a number of new and continuing 
initiatives: 

 
a. Projects to re-introduce Norfolk Hawker Aeshna isosceles to the fens and Southern 

Damselfly Coenagrion mercuriale to sites in Devon have faltered during habitat 
restoration work. Work continues to overcome the problems encountered, as does 
restoration work at a site for the latter species in the New Forest. The DCG also 
supported and commented on a proposal to re-introduce White-faced Darter 
Leucorrhinia dubia to Foulshaw Moss in Cumbria. 

 
b. The annual National Dragonfly Week once again raised public awareness of 

dragonflies and promoted a number of events in June. Local publicity organised by 
regional event leaders resulted in events being very well attended.  

 
c. Members of the DCG continue to promote the understanding of dragonfly biology 

and the conservation of dragonflies by giving talks, running workshops and 
attending numerous events nationwide with BDS displays and educational 
materials. An ongoing service is also provided responding to a variety of queries 
from a wide range of individuals and organisations. 

 
d. The DCG has responded to further consultations regarding the Broads Flood 

Alleviation Project in Norfolk and Suffolk. This area holds vulnerable habitats and 
important breeding populations of odonata including Norfolk Hawker Aeshna 
isosceles. 

 
e. Young people have been encouraged to get involved with dragonfly conservation 

and study through the Peter Miller Schools Pond Award grant scheme. Five awards 
were made to schools during the current year and reports from recipient schools 
have appeared in the BDS newsletter. 

 
f. To promote the recording of critical breeding stages, the Society published a Field 

Guide to the larvae and exuviae of British Dragonflies in October 2007. This has 
been extremely well received in the field, and has successfully become established 
as an essential guide for serious odonatologists. It was produced by DCG member 
Steve Cham, with support from the rest of the Group, and work on a 
complementary guide to damselflies is underway. 
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g. Work has begun by DCG members on a thorough revision of the Society’s booklet 

on Managing Habitats for Dragonflies. When complete, it is intended to make it 
available principally by download from the BDS website. 

 
 
The BDS Conservation Officer, Caroline Daguet, left in May 2007, overlapping briefly 
with her successor, Katharine Parkes. This post is funded until April 2010 by 
contributions from Natural England, the Environment Agency and the Esmée Fairbairn 
Foundation, and has allowed the BDS to undertake a number of projects, including: 
 

a. an online Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa survey in conjunction with 
Monks Wood BRC, which proved almost as popular with the public as the previous 
year’s online Banded Demoiselle survey. ‘Flytech’ donated up to fifteen of their 
new robotic dragonflies to the BDS as prizes for the first fifteen confirmed records 
of Broad-bodied Chaser to be submitted to the survey by the under-16s. 

 
b. collection of specimens from Scotland and England for a Cambridge University 

DNA analysis to determine the taxonomic status of the Highland Darter Sympetrum 
nigrescens. The results show that there is no evidence to support the retention of S. 
nigrescens as a full species. 

 
The full time Conservation Officer allows representation of the BDS on relevant forums, 
including Invertebrate Link, as well as involvement in other large initiatives such as 
Biodiversity Action Planning. This includes both direct involvement and acting in an 
advisory capacity on both National and Local BAPs, with a particular emphasis on the 
national Coenagrion mercuriale Species Action Plan. Many queries received by phone or 
e-mail have been answered, ranging from species identification requests to seeking 
advice on habitat creation, restoration and management. Replies have been prompt and 
the information on the BDS web site (www.dragonflysoc.org.uk) has been updated 
further to take account of the most frequently asked questions.  The Conservation Officer 
has also participated in education activities and events aimed at raising awareness of 
dragonflies and their habitats. This includes presentations to primary school pupils, and 
staffing the BDS stand at the Rutland Birdfair and various other UK, regional, and local 
events. 
 
The Dragonflies in Focus Project began in April 2007 with three years’ funding from 
Countryside Council for Wales, Environment Agency, Esmée Fairbairn Foundation, 
Scottish Natural Heritage, Natural England, and Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency. The DiF Project Officer, Graham French, completed the production of Key Sites 
criteria for the BDS website before he left us in September 2007. There was a brief 
overlap with his successor, Steve Prentice, who continues to maintain the national 
dragonfly dataset (over half a million records) and pass it on the NBN Gateway for the 
benefit of dragonfly conservation. The DiF project may in future require extra time from 
an additional person and money for this has been built into the DiF project. 
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During the year the following have also been achieved: 
 

a. Better communication with most of our Dragonfly Recording Network Recorders, 
some 30 of whom attended a Recorders Day at Milton Keynes in April 2007. 
Discussions covered the current state of records and recording, the importance of 
recording evidence of breeding and early plans for a new national atlas project. 

 
b. A review of data systems has begun in order to improve flow of data in the DRN. 

Part of this will include finding a replacement for the Darter recording software. In 
the meantime, work with partners in Sussex allowed the release of a spreadsheet for 
easily inputting records. 

 
c. Conversion of the national database from Recorder 2002 to Recorder 6, thereby 

removing a restriction on the number of records that can be held and keeping the 
database technologically up-to-date. This also allows for easier transfer of records. 

 
d. Preparations for the launch of the atlas project in April 2008. 

 

 
Chris Packham joins the BDS team at the British Birdwatching Fair © Pam Taylor 

Education  
Spreading the word about dragonflies and their conservation is extremely important to the 
Society, so as well as the Journal of the BDS, which contains scientific articles on 
dragonflies, we also produce an informal but informative Newsletter, ‘Dragonfly News’. 
Both publications are twice-yearly.  Our two booklets, “Dig a Pond for Dragonflies” and 
“Managing Habitats for Dragonflies” continue to be requested by conservation groups 
and members of the public. The latter is currently being rewritten and updated, after 
which it will be available as a download from the BDS website. We also produce an 
educational booklet aimed at 7 to 11 years olds entitled “Learning about Dragonflies” 
which is much appreciated by schools for their many projects. 
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Publicity 
In addition to events such as the Birdfair at Rutland Water mentioned above, many 
Society members also give talks and slide shows to local interested groups. The Society 
contributes a regular article in the magazine “British Wildlife” and actively seeks other 
opportunities to produce articles in relevant wildlife publications. The BDS website 
continues to attract visitors from all over the world and gives the public a ready source of 
free information. 
 

Future Plans 
We intend to continue in our aims to consolidate our financial reserves and resources so 
that we are able to respond effectively to calls for assistance when and where they are 
required.  
The six-year Dragonflies in Focus project aims to produce robust and repeatable 
methods of recording and monitoring the status of Dragonflies in Britain by : 

• Developing a sustainable system for gathering, managing and using information 
about the status of dragonflies in the UK; 

• Providing access to authoritative and reliable information on dragonflies, in 
particular through the National Biodiversity Network (NBN); 

• Putting dragonflies more securely ‘on the map’ in the UK, through increased 
involvement of the British Dragonfly Society’s membership and the broader 
public; 

• Producing a new revised Atlas of UK Dragonflies (which can be used as a focal 
point for the above developments) 

 
These will be achieved by: 
 

• Developing the recording and monitoring programme, 
• Improving the scope and quality of records, 
• Developing, in partnership with local organisations, a national system for 

collating and managing dragonfly records, 
• Increasing participation by volunteers in a range of surveillance activities, 
• Sharing information with other organisations via the NBN 

 
This work is expected to culminate in the publishing of a revised national atlas of 
dragonflies in 2013. 
 
The BDS is making preliminary investigations into the acquisition of a long-term 
permanent building to act as a Dragonfly Centre. In the interim, plans have been initiated 
to work in partnership with the Dragonfly Project and National Trust at Wicken Fen to 
establish a small dragonfly interpretation centre there with associated activities.
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Receipts and Payments - General Account 
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Receipts and Payments - CONSOFF Account 
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Statement of Assets & Liabilities 
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